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L Federal Burean of Inuestigation

L - ¥inited Mtates Bepartment of Justice
‘ : P, O, Drawer *y* Plaza Station
Saint Louis (1), Missouri
Jamary 28, 1944

DIRECTCR, FEI
: y, & '
. - EE: GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, w. &.
! ANERICA FIRST PARTY
fn’ | ) , Sedition %@
~ Dear Sir: ) ’ \

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent L7
Saint Louis, Missouri, dated January 28, 1944, c '

refliects information regarding GERAID L. K. SMITH's visit to

Saint Louis, Missouri on January 14 and 15, 1944,

Particular reference is made to statements of GERALD I. K.
SMITH and Reverend GER regarding their contact with
Reverend GERAID D,  who has recently been indicted for sedition,
It 1s to be noted that Heverend SPRINGER has been surprised that he
has not been interviewsd inasmuch as he took a trip t¢ Puerto Rico
with WINROD and also supported him in Denver, Colorado. The Saint
louis Field Division has no information concerning the details of
the WINROD case #0 it is thought best that this matter be specifically
called to the attention of the Bureau,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN
HEREI 15 U331 ASSIFIED ?
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IN BENALF OF

WAR VETERANS

W HEREAS, thousands and thousands of veterans of this war are now being mustered out of the service because of
wounds, medical discharges, and various other reasons;

W HEREAS, billions of dollars are now being spent for non-military purposes on the citizens of foreign countries;
WHEREAS, veterans mustered out of the Armed Services are returning home virtually penniless; :

We, the undersigned citizens of the United States of America, petition Congress to pass such legislation as will pro-
vide not only a cash payment upon being mustered out, but a rehabilitation bonus that will help the veteran to re-
establish himself in the community.

NAME ADDRESS

(Firm line reserved for poriom circelatiog petitien)

s
rs

:‘quCI'IONS:
) Pez::un be signed by any American citizen over 18 years of 33¢ it in. Additional petitions may be

tereived by Lichtion. Fill it up at the earliest possible moment and BOX 459, DE
; - ! N COMMITTEE, P. O. ,
TRORT »1, Seirosiog yous request as follows: VETERAN'S PETITIO

hl'etenn' t i i

Put the letter V™ ip front of his nume,

“ha::ounuitmhimﬁveormorcms- o .-
hould be dirculated in churches, schools, shops and offices. = - red in & special L
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Asgistant Attormey General Tar C, Clark .
Edmrﬂom-mwr, v-alnu-omcm}r ﬁglmﬁ.; I pavg

ﬂ,;*, . .(J ALLINT u‘a;r‘ N GUNT (;_'ﬁ
R T T I T R
AEENAN]  T4TERNAL SEGURITY) mm‘ntr. oL DATE
-m,\‘ Iollaim Mmﬁmmtwwmm mbocggﬂg—/‘
An brought to your attention for your inrom-atien in oomooticn with your

ﬁzﬂbar Muiderat*on of the lnstant case,

n'ﬂ!mﬁ‘!.q

Aovording to & ocr ﬂ.......i_.l_..m_-ee!!... » Bt ih, '-.-s.....,.....,
of Mas *Auerica T‘nrt.y"' held ut Detro itmthneglng Jamary 18, 194k, ac-
mnoadthattmm the "America *Vetorans Petition

rmrw mun;
- Cosmrf ttoe,” planned to cironlate petiticns calldng
"permolmmmtofﬂw:‘mod?om. L

1

e ‘ Remortodly Sedthy whddc qwa:dnz at the aeetin‘,, ela‘tnod tnut hc und
Mp arpx:igntion wore largely regonglbhle for the dncreaned rate of pay now sllowed
onliste personnnl {naaswch as he sore tire ago sent 80,000 signatures to Congress
Cenarxiing a pxr raioe for enlisted perooneles Continuing in this weln, Smith
urged h'e follawers to ciroulate ad cause to be signod the instant pet.it.ion,
photostatic coy of wi'ch s attache’, Apparontly when a sufficlent meoor of
petitions tave boen exocute’, thoy will Lo forwuded to Congress er masse.

&ﬂth uhile spealdng in behnlf of ks plan !'cr mcmasad matarlng out
pay, describod fn the petition, allepodly assorted that "g resaly 300" 4ia not
pufficient for awr scrvlicanon, aunmiany in vicw %of the fact that Amcoica can ,«
glve every porean in the 22 Soutl Amcrdoan remublios the sum of §50,% Sdth i
mwnymmxum wevery monthr 73,000 men are belng mswedwtorthe
servioo even et tho rresont tino and that duo to ﬂnmd.al difficulties and
plyilcal cefeocts incident to thalr partictination 1n 'L!m -u-. they are facing
hardohips which could be dlwiate!byﬁw rignat

w@a for thoms = . L //:Ejdgf

stoording to Srdth, Collier's &gmm Pians to| SEhyR EVBEAT Oh ks Teenr Putre
Ty emcmmzzs:atthmdm'herlunmrw.ﬁ : 1 2ecediy
‘ _"‘ that 1, Mussell Davenport of Collier's Magas

“I Py I, WY 1 .--‘.4-‘-‘ An Powme Abha Yool
Ui RBUIULUY BAWIIIOL U7 AW WK I

‘“oopnection the Burcau's pource of information hi
- for Colller's Vasasine were present at the me _
m.,. at Snith's roquest rade severul pfoturevs of yiptbers TR

J A. TEPSrons,e Reportedly, Mmmodin‘ﬁ Mngmw'.'wlﬁmto
cortey " UAioToss® anc 1t is thc opinion of the Buremifs sourcé of Information that the

L —apbiele-in Col- ‘g, 17 it actually asppears, willdeal to some e with Smith's

 Rosen —%Mﬁﬁhiif(m“ © rcn.lahnc petltions elYin- azé;lnfxto ) ;

Tracy
1 Acers
%?"."’EML t knv N J e Information ot ng 7 +hn **mi(m A“

HArbo , thyrd _‘ conocr.n
*H-mon 5,93 atest w'um will, of ¢uror, be trfiecintoly nade uElc to the Creminel
Qumn It s polod hat at ..ho.."‘. onc pouree |} Indifatod Seith, 4n comnection

Neass o Torr sor e B8O " : nation, "t doecs not
Fomation rece vodl At he has as yot taien any

Qu or-niieat ai.
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%t @ALNFORTON CONTANGG -
Y - O S DCASED T
ORTART 1 DATE %Z’L Bﬁ?ﬁgﬁé‘; o ’

¥t the ones who have circulated this petition desire to enclose
‘a contribution to help pay for the printing and mailing, it will
be appreciated. All who enclose & donation will receive a copy
of the beautiful portrait in colors, entitled "FAITH OF QUR
FATHERS." This picture is 8 in. x 10 in, and is suitable for
framing.

VERY, VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!

Donations are strictly optional. Under no circumstances delay
the sending in of the petition on account of & donation., The

main object is to get the names to Congress. In many instances .
the best wark will be done by people unable to contribute money. 1
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* " ¥ederal Burean of Inuestigation

Hnited States Bepartment of Justice
Saint Louls, Missouri
February 5, 1944

Director, FBI
' 0
Re: G LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, alias
L, K¥/'Smith; AMERICA FIRST PARTY
SEDITION
Dear Sir:

o
On January 14 and 15, 1944 GERALD L. K. SMITH was
in St. Louls, Missourl and held conferences with various
individuals for the purpose of organizing a meeting of
sympathiszers of th CA FIRST PARTY to be held in the
middle of February, 1944.

At that time a physical surveillance was maintained
on SMITH, however, it was not too productive, inasmuch as
SMITH made all of his contacts in his hotel rcom at the Hotel
Statler. Because of extremely close relationship with the
managenent of the Hotel Statler in St. Louis, it was possible
to get & room next to the suite which had been assigned to
SMITH. It was, therefore, possible through a connecting door
to hear practically all of the conversations in SMITH's suite
without the use of technical equipment. :

It is expected that SMITH will again be in St. Louis
about February 17 and 18, 1944 to address a meeting and wiil
probably again stay at the Hotel Statler. At this time it may
not be possible to arrange such a good setup as was had on his
previous visgit and it may be necessary in order to overhear

convaersations to use technical equipment. Becauge of this,

permission is requested of th technical
q ] eved that the technical surveillance can

BS‘ESGerod with a contact microphone. Specific advice is
raqueatod regarding both technical and physical surveillances

in m;aru to the SMITH casse. v

On Fobruarg®ih, 1944, the day on which SMITH arrived ’
in St. Louis, the St. Louis Field Division was contacted by
the local office of the Office of Nawval Intelligence and they
desired to know whether or not we were covering SMITH's visit
to St. Louis and if we did not they were desirous of doing so
themsslves, on the basis that there was indication that SMITH
was making a concentrated play for servicemen, ll

' Naw Y4

. ALL INFORMATION CONTANED = 725/ 5™
20 gg S 20YED HEREH 1€ .mn\ssmfg'q i 1@ T

. DATE_/,éﬁ__J}Y-mgéA
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Director, FBI 2/5/44

The relationship between our office and the local
office of ONI has always been the most friendly, frank, open and
cordial relationship and has worked to the best adventage for both
services, They were advised that they would be furnished a full
copy of the report covering SMITH's activities in St. Louis and
this was done, the report being by Special Agent
St. Louis, Missouri, dated Jamuary 28, 1944, They have shown
interest in this movement since that time, espec as ona of L>7C;‘
the organisers in St. louls i1s a man named who is
employed at the Busch Sulzer Company which !og E! Ego Navy
contracts for the production of Diesel motors, Yt is expected

that they will request copies concerning SNITH's future activity
in this district,

The St. louis Field Division would like to continue its |,
relationship with ONI on the same basis as it has in the past and
if this policy as regards to the SMITH case will interfere with
the investigation conducted in Detroit, Bureau advice is desired
by this office,

Very truly yours,

,f’ZS?’ ‘A ~A4 1 =
‘:§E§;{’ B leUfﬂi V\/t/l/L/l// v

SAC

ecs Detroit
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S e  RE: GHRALD LYwAN mmmu. o

R e T L aldes, L K mt.u; ANERICA nns‘r Pm
_ o . sEITI
Dear Si.rn I Pt ﬁ R

e
v ‘:‘: l:
r
ﬂ“
-

nororeneo 1- mds to your uthr of robruary 5, 191.1., mld.ng addn

as to the nrocedurs ta be followad at 8t, Louis ia sonnestion with surveillsnces

wES= g A - wii Wi ¥FUOL

on subject Smith and as well information as to uhothnr copies Of reports sub-
mitted in the instant ecase at St. Louis shoult! be dluouinaud to the local
olﬁ.u of lanl I.nt.olliganu. e

_‘, .

- ;-

S Concerning uchnical snrnillancu and lierophon. ournillancou,
you are advised that no blanket authorization for such coverage in this came

can or will be given in 0 far as subject's activities at St, Louls are con~-

cernsed, Should Saith return to St, Louis in the near future, as outlined in
your httﬂl‘. or at some other time in the future and it Appears necessary tm

order to secure an appropriate coverage to utilise » tochnicnl surveillance or
microphone surveillance, the request should be made of the Buresu in the
usual manner, outlining at the time the circumstances, the safety of the pro-
posed installation, etc. As a matter of gensral observation, it would appeap
that aside from unusual circumstances, a technical surveillance would not be
authorized at St, Louis in this matter. However, 1f the need should arise far
s microphone surveillance in a specific instance, ths Bureau would probably
~ give favoratls consideration to the use of such a survelllinc Ehpon your specific

" ° request and upon your indication that the surveillance could maintained -
with apprOpriaM locurity. It will be necessary, however, for-—you to make the
epecific request when the occasion for such a mrveillmcc arian. '

y B Concerning physical surveillances, 1t h 9! coxa-u?,‘\ho Burua'
" desire that Smith's activities and contacts while ix the 3t s distried -
. * be appropriately and sdequately covered in compliande vi.gh rQiuests received
. {rom the office of origin or the Bureau. Obviously, physicil sarveilliances -
... Will'im a great many fnstances be of matsrial sssietance in this regard and ..
I \ il. of course, perfectly proper for you to tise this lnvestigative mnnif‘g_=
o 'Bowever, the Buresu is very dnfin.lt.ol; desirous of nintainlu this .
e disoreetly and acoopdingly any surveillances which are maintained should de
4 ouk An VA !!FJ h‘:ﬁ diacreet manner. Surveillances in this case
nl be }g0 % ansochhlmamtbonmdthctm ’
eir’ icﬁvit.idl bre fbgerved. Therefore, it will be up to your

e — gdiscretion 1a mdiddixalrlnsf.ances, consideMing the factors of the

L — value of the ihforikition' te he davelaped eAd the possibility of Smith
i or associates making the surveillance, to determine the closeness of /@&
ndoF, f.ho survdillance, ar ¢onceivably in igbme instances the desirability of

e M i A
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oo n-laun to the mm-t of t-ho local oftice of out 1- m- ut.hr .
"7 apd its desire to receive copies of reports, it 1s the Bureasd's deésire that you
" nob furnish coples of the regular invessigative reportato (NI or any ether out-
side agency. Your interest, wet forth In your 1ot.tot, in mainteining ‘cordial -

ralations with m are af ﬂnnn- ﬁl'llv ‘-"Fi'\‘r..' .fp‘ st ‘n -ﬂ- af tha an'l(--

TR S WAL T WS g W W

uturo of the instant case and its myriad raniﬁuum, the mrm bclhvu -

" that ceples of reports should not be furfnished to As you ars already awars

~ from the investigation reported on in Special Agent report L.
dated at St. Louis on January 28, 1944, the instant case of rolves person-
alities and issues of a political and frequently controversisl nature, This is
particularly true in regard to the investigation éonducted at Detroit, Smith's
headquarters, and additionally the Detroit Office has an informant who is very

productive and is very close to Smith., In view of this clese relationship and
the confidential natura of the dats secured by this ‘particulay Informant and set

s 14 LTI S lddLUlSE Time e N . p— g aa WP LA uay

forth in reports, the Buresu feels it is not viu, eonaidoring the factor of
adequately assuring the concealment of the informant's identity, to disseminate
the reports to outside agencies. As indicated previously, another factor econ-
tributing to this decislon is the fact that the instant investigation, particulerly
at Detroit, frequently involves personalities and iasues of a delicate and contro-
versial naturs, these issues being for the most part entirely unrelated to the
principal objective of the investigation, namely following Smith?s activities
“with the purpose in view of determining wheiher ha violates the Seditlon Statutes,

AL A ‘--1 -: o ‘f',‘-',.;-: :

. Despite the obaorvationa set forth in the preceding paragraph, it is
' beliond that a suitable altemative presents itself, The Detroit Office has
. ralsed the same question, that i3 as to whether eopies of reports ¢an be furnished
... t0 G-2 and ONX; and the Bureau s sdvising Detroit by a separate letter that
although reports should not be furnished, summaries of pertinent information
~developed in the case should be poriodicall,y furnished ONI, and G-2 as well in
the event that agency specifically requests information in the Smith case. It
277 1s believed that the same procedure can be followed at St, Louls. Accordingly,
-7 Af Smith actually comes to St. Louls sagain, a# he now plans, you ehould rurnish
... ONI, in the event it makes a request for information, 8 memorandum or letter
" appropriately summarising data as o Smith's pertinent activitiss, that is ia
+: respect to his contacts, his speaking activities, any efforts he may nake toward -
' _appealing to servicemén or other pubject mattera of interest te ONI, or anything
" of such s natuie as to Buggest & possible viclatioh of the Seditioa sumtu. T
““This memorandum or letter should not concern itself with politieal or eontroversinl
_mmtters such as, for example, the dats disclosed in Special Agent
~ port to the effect that Dr. Walter A. Maisr of 5t. Louls was giving con- .19
] siceration to launching into political activitiss subsequent to June 1944 in P7&
a connection with his Lutheran Hour radio broadcast.

. In the way of emphasis, it is stated again that the Bureau has no
i objection to furnishing ONI information developed as to Smith's activities



.,’ . '.‘L-, t . v o ‘. . -_'.'.f;‘,|" "- o . ..'. : J.“-‘"'.!""A-.\»‘*T‘ ~’ ." .. w.‘,‘ "‘." =
e Ihioh m of -ueh a natm “u to auggut. a po.d.b].o v:lohtion of tho 30d1t.iou
.. Statutes or metters of intemst to Naval suthoritiss. Eowever, the Bureau -

, +..does not feel that it is the best course Lo furnish outside sgencies the %.

i other data of a political niturs and pertaining to publis personalities =
. which 1s frequently devsloped during the course of this inquiry ineidental -
to 1ts main objective. Furthermore, developments at St, Louls are closely
- Telated to those elsewhere and probably should copies of reports be furnished
to OKI at St. I..oui-, ONI at Detroit vould feel itself therefore entitled to

A ol

 Copisa of reports submitied at Detroit. As indicated previocualy, the reguiar
furnishing of reports submitted by the Detroit Office to ONI would probably
endanger the status of its very nluablo inromnf. and, thurcfor., sannot ho
conuidorod ',i. . ) _ ‘ . ‘.,_ ,‘.p . -

.. The Detroit ot'ﬁ.co is bei.ng instruct.od in a soparato htt.er as u
itn proper procedure relative to furnishing summaries of mromuou to ONL
and pouihly G-2 at Detroit,

o . - - e PR - . ."_...' .

Yery truly yours,

- » . . pe e - . - - . R . F T . .z

o John Edgar Hoour SO e
S Pirestar 7
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* Federal Burrau of Inuestination’ ’ h ic:‘x"‘*“
Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice ! N Cafic

Detroit - Michigan
January 28, 1944

Director, FBI Mr Miwmtord
O SleeBtariie
OGERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases; If”- O T
AMERICA FIRST PARTY; Pl e
INTERNAL SECURITY - Gj N
SECURITY MATTER;
SEDITION. }__;

Dear Sir:

i
whose-identity is /L
known to the Bureau, recently advised the Detroit Field Division to
the effect that he had received information that Subject SMITH on at
least two occasions has advised the long distance telephone operators

that he 1s entitled to Priority No. 3 in making long distance telephone L
calls. o
A
It is being noted further that on the two occa-~ )

sions known to the Detroit office, SMITH has used this priority number
in attempting to commnicate with United States Senator ROBERT REYNOLDS.

No further investigation is being conducted
relative to this particular phase of the investigation and this in-
formation is being forwarded for the Bureau's information. f/

T, T T f_./a..
Very truly youra,s.._.--—-—""“" ‘S

DM" ) P/’ M/_.E’}Lao? Q é;,

A..GUERIN, SAC.
62-1126

AL \Nmmumu cnmmtﬁ ﬂ‘_._
“E. i iy 'm{‘ kSo\r\ ol

e !5‘13‘-:”‘.
DATE 4228 *‘1—4‘” -‘%&
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Fedteral Bureau of EInuestigation

Hnited States Departinent of Justice
518 Railway Exchange Building

Denver (2} Colorado

Februsry 15, 1944

Director, FBI

Re: GERALD L. K. OSMITH, with al ases:
QUMERICA IFET FARTY
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
SECURITY MATTER
SEDITION

Buresu File

Dear Sir: !

— Reference is made to the report of Special Agent
St. Louis, Missouri, dated Januery 28, 194L, containing a lead

! !!15 office to furnish the Detroit Field Jivis th all pertinent
information concerningﬂ

Inasmuch as the Detroit Pield Division has recejved copies of
pertinent reports in the case entitled
Security Matter - G, Sedition, in which s office is origin, the
above-mentioned lead is being disregarded. For the informetion of .the
Detroit Field Division, the case in this office on is prgsently

in a closed status

5y R W

DEFER!
Very truly yours,
ma s tanrANl l I ﬂnll'f““rn . A

ALl INCURMY TICN bt_ml 1LY é g

HEQ"&‘\ ]S U*\b u:‘BtYFB g;\ch' NICHOLSON
—DAkbem 5/ /1 DY -mg:ﬁh@-‘ )
|l!!!!!!!gru—dh+-—1h—“—ﬁ-

ce - Detroit

S "




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THis clit;zlommmm AT Dmn, MICHIGAR ‘7 oo . - . 8lee FiLe No. M
REFORT MADE AT ) hATtWH‘IN MADE :‘tHRI'Cob?MFg:( . R REFORT MADE BY . 7‘/
Saint Louis, Missouri | 2-12-4k  |1-26,28,29; | - v ™
e £ 12wbik CHARACTER OF CASE -

GERALD L. X. SMITH, with aliases; INTERNAL SECURITY = G
‘Qmmm FIRST PARTY SEDURTTY MATTER

SYNOPS!S OF FACTS: GERAID L. K. SMITH will speak in Saint Louis en
2=17-4k; sdaission by card only, Arrangexents mads
g by DONALD 1OHBRCK as teaporary chairman of Saint
Louis unit, LOHBECK reclassified 1-A0 and may be
¥/ inducted in a few months. GERHARDT has éistribut- .

™1
3
f o
=2 9/ od SMITH literature at Busch-Sulser
S=y
L
—

5 -
“S Wildl Umiin S80Iev, anu 48
S od to reveal how MATER hopes to ben tthraughaﬂm,

N or what he hopes to contributs to the Movement,

£
=
o
5 =
&S S MAIER'S radic prograa to be somewhat curtailed from
L now until September, 1944. Indication that editor
—

= / of German language newspaper in Saint louis, who is
— e g synpathetic to New Germany and against United States
=~ involvement in this war, thinks highly of SMITH and -
FEEE LR s interested in the Amsrica Firet Party, i, A
Cr- A

CE: Report of Special Agent t Louis, i?f-/
Missouri, dated Jaouary Nl W/

DETATIS: AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURL -

Innuti.gation concorning the vu'iono individuals who con-
tactodGERAIDL. K. SMITH during his visit to Saint Loule on Janvary 14 and
15, 1944, hae been ducted and reported in detail in the individual files

on ) sons, gonera.x information which pertains to the dﬂelopnmt
/ 4
| COPIR: BESTRAYED ‘%7’ Y3V 151 LS ki
206 00T m'm-t-"-mf Y, N
! r 1CE INUIY g
G pusm w;% w"’{a FEB 1—1_}:5\ e
2 ONI, Chicago (1—Sadnt n@ts) " \ ‘\‘p&d o
3 el —pR —

—a034 ,,
[

LT . i:f
i T SRS



Saint Louis File Mo, 100-5013

., and progress of the America !‘irtt.( Party is being set out belew; - ... .

m: the Municipal Auditorium, advised that J 7L
the Amer Y Was s od for February 17, 1944, at 8;00 PM, i

Hall #1, Reservations were made by DON o LOHBECK stated that this Px

was $0 be & closed mesting and adaission i invitation only. Thers would
be no adsission charged, : o = -

On Pebruary 12, 1944, it was ascertained that tickets were being
distrituted for the QUITH meeting, and that possession of s card would adait
bearer and friends, This card shows that LOHBECK is the temporary chairman
of the Sainmt louis unit, Some of these cards were sent out by LOHBRECK through
the mails, accompanied by a letter setting forth SMITR'S Seven Point Prograa,

3 o :
.+~ LOWEECK has recently been/classified from his dependency status to
l=AO and 1s likely to be inducted within the next few moaths,

. cEoRGEVSEBHARDT, Leasy, Missouri, has distributed *TolGross and Tha
to several Undividuals at the Busch-Sulser Diesel Coapany where he is
snployed, Arrangements have been completed whereby the Saint Louis Office will

be advised ooncerning GEBHARDT'S activities with relation to the America Pirst
Party. _

persons
the America First Party

b7t

Persons ocontacted have falled to have infore
mation tha is promoting the Americs First Party, although he apparent-
1y bas & sympathy regarding the war as he previcusly hads = = _

DR. WALTER A.YMAIER, Director of the Lutheran Hour, has spparently
been secretive about his contact with GERALD L, K. SMITH, and investigation to
date has failed to reveal what MAIER hopes to benefit through SMITH or what he
hopes to contribute to the Movement, Effective February 20, the Iutheran Hour
will no longer be broadcast to the Western Statlons of the Mutual Brosdcasting
Company, and by September 15, 194k, in accordance with the Mutual Broadcasting

-2e
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1
Company®s policy, no religious programs will go on the air after 1:00 P.M,
on Sunday afternoons, Therefore, MAIER'S prograa will have to be put om in
NDIN
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|
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DEVELOP L D

3 S FIELD DIVISION -
AT SAIFT LOUIS, MISSOURY

ascertain whether
was contacted by
sade the call, -

Will keep in touch with the development of this Movement in Saint
Louis and the individuals connected with it,

Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the individuals men~
tioned in previous reports in this file and correlate the inromtion
in the individual filea of the various s:.iajoctu




JPHa/pk 2 ?
2-22-44 Aseistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark

: . J. Bdgar Eoonr - Direcwr, l"oderal lureau of Invuugnuon
GERALD L. K. SIITH. um alm.l; s i :’_‘ ._ﬁf-'.
d 50 -0+ DATERNAL BECURITY; sxnn'!tl SERAE RS B

o For your further infarnti.on there 1s nttachod ‘bor-to a of an addi-
tlonnl report submitted in thiz case by Special uontj dated
February 12, 1944, at Snint Louls, liucurl.. : \ = : b7’y

3 S _

©m ] 5 : . : :‘.',.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ( C ‘)237 Mr. Tolson
DIRECTOR ’ Mr. E. A, Tamm_
Mr, Clegg
Federal Bureau of nuestination Mr. Coffey
United States Bepartment of Justire :: i:;:m
Mashington, . ¢. Mr Nichols_____
i/ Mr. Rosen
Y February 3, 1944 _ Mr. Tracy
Elaﬂ Mr. Aceros
e: 5:10 to 5:14 p.m. /\},;7// Mr. Carson
f * Mr., Harbo
”. mmmp‘[ﬂ N udm. ‘NE“EMORANDUM FOR MR, D. M. LADD ) Mr. Heudon
i ; Mr. Mumferd
r‘\! W "‘ ol M ‘ n RE: GFHALD L. KOSLC[TH WAS. Mr. Starke
E}Lr g u_;‘wa .
QWMFRICA FIRST PARTY Mr. Quion Tamm_
ATE . &M INT.LR.‘AL bbCURITY, (G), ET Mﬂ- ; Tele. Room
i Mr. Nease

At this time in my office tock a call from  iius Bes
the Detroit office reza s matter and in response to his q Miss §

earlier reguest for information necessary to answer a letter from ;" e
Secretary to drs. Roosevelt, dated January i, X

sam advised that the Detroit office had checked in so far
as was possible ough informants and ascertained that there was such a letter
issued as described in the newspaper ¢lipping enclosed with the letter o
and in this connection the Detroit office by letter dated January
¢d forwarded a copy of the circular fo e attention of the Bureau.
It appears that this letter, according to was gent out at various
stages auring the month of January, 1944, urging the recipients thereof to
forward petitions presumzbly directly to Congress reguest
veterans receive mustering-out pay of a thousand dollars.

peti g Y i hat the
i i % stated
that there was no recuest for the petitions to be returned to . .

SAElspecifically aGvised that there is no indication that
Smith is formi ¥ veterans party as such but is merely setiing up something
in the nature of a veterans commitiee of the America First Party, apparently
solely for the purpose of having people direct petitions to Congress in behalf
of increased mustering-out pay for returning veterans.

Agent also advised that there has been no indication received

that Smith is get!llng any information from government sources along the line of
the identity of returning veterans who are being mustered out.

74/
As a matter of general interest, Fstated that Smith had€ b

meeting Monday, February 1, 1 whi as atte etrolt
office.

754

e

!

{

connection with the petitions being sent out to

ULV dUals Tor signing and requesting that Congress consider adequa ée mustering- p0
out for veterans.
| pay & hespe -aZ--‘k.) K184
A w9 / - i, ‘;'E ‘_'."!
\ By Rt - Y +7LB F 1
\‘ ‘)x / ‘\“;‘{ ‘1 ‘D)' iw Lie neJ.c-h Q &’C%}.} SA}
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Yorm No. 1
THIS CABE ORIGINATED AT DETRCIT, MICHIGAN ET. P wuxwo.100-4156
REFORT MADE AY ) DATE WHEN MADK m&nm REFONRT MADK BY -
8T. PAUL, MINNESOTA 2/25/L  |2/21 22,23/ b7 s
m™mx . : . : _ CHARACTER OF CASE o
) ~ - _ INTENKAL SECURITY - ’
GERALD LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, J SECURI;{; ;ﬂmﬂ‘- ¢
N MERICA FIRST PARTY 3 S ‘
,{ : SEDITION
. 4 -
¥
svnopsns_flr FagTs: Speech made by SKITH at Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2/22/L, -
before approximately 900 persons, followed seme theme ms
speeches previously reported by this office. Bitter attacks
/ QU kp made against present administration, bureaucracy, Internationel-
S A ism, Communism, WILLKIE Senate Resolution #666 (labor dreft)
T and that ¥all Street controls Minneapolis newspapers.
E J Sy ITH stated that if General MacARTHUR had obtained 1/2 as y
0 much supplies as Russia, he would heve wiped the Japs off of
B § s the mep by now. Expounded on rumors that there is movement
e = " ) by Democrats and Republicane in Vashington conspiring to call
2 E & \ off 194}y elections and thet the New Leslers ere attempting to
=cna \C steal the soldiers' vote by use of blank ballots. SMITE
o Sl stated intention of holding Tri=-State Rally of America
o o v Firsters in Minnespolis latter part of April, 1494 with -
Eg AL CHAELES A. LINDBERGI as a speaker. Letters of protest
<<da (] sent hotel menegement by CIO and A.F. of L. representatives. T9ED
‘lnk
CLASS. us&mm_.____ - R - . - ytem

L CE. D WEERE SHOWN

M"\M rom Detroxt Field Dlnsion dated 2/&5‘7'@&1153 s

[

DETAILS: AT WINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTAs PRoznoen 64 ~ratA

SMITHE spoke on February 22, 194]; at the Leamington Hotel,
Vinneapolis, Minnesota to & closed America First meeting,
admission by invitetion ‘only. The meeting was attended by
approximately 900 persons and spensored by Mrs. ERNEST .
,LUNDKE\I, widow of the 1ate Senator ERHEST LUNDEEN ‘of Minnesota.

Wm SMITH's speech followed very closely the same tharme)s speaches '
| / .
mmu SrEciAL AGENT ]
—mmg Umsr N CHARSE Nnorwnmm'mulmcll .
R-O <4 ' i -
2050 VED.. |, L2 43915 /4= REORDED
coris or THIS RepoRr? o thjf Ff‘. oY T2 MEXED
. / ’f L

(53: “kuresu
2=-=Letroit f

2--5t. Paul \\\ p ) QQAM,JJ‘
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previously reported by this office. BMITH lgain hnranguod the New Dcul.
 ~burunucracy, Communiam and Internntlonllismo T e T

L e _ N :

¥ _.—,-- L PR .- -~

rhe meetlng was soheduled on the 1nvitat10n8 sent to various memhera of .

the America First Party which letters were noted by the postmark to have "__
originated from Post Office Box 59, Detroit, Michigam. It was noted that
st approximately 7:Lj0 P.¥., the main ballroom of the Lsamington Hotel was
filled to capacitys. At approximately Ti:l5 P.M., after the phonograph re-
cording of one religious song, Mrs. ERNEST LUNLEEN, formerly wife of Senator
LUXDEEN from Minnesota, rose on the platform and introduced subject to the
audience, ,

8V¥ITH advised the enthusiastic audience that he had hoped that the America-
Firsters would some day see the return of ROOSEVELT from public life inas-
-much as everyone was sick and tired of the whole "caboodle™ and when that -
becomes a reality he had hoped to see WILLKIE sent to Moscow and WALLACE

to China. BSMITH then told the America Firsters that the real issues toc the
voters of the United Stutes and to all real Americans were threel (1)} plot -
to call off the elections; (2) plot to sted the soldiers! vote and (3)
preservation of our national sovereignty.

At this point ReverendgiERSTROM was introduced by SNITH and led the crowd
in e ghort prayer. 8WITH again arose to the platform and advised that hia
speech would consist of two parts. The first part could be considered as
good news and the second part could be called emergency hour issues. BSKITH
stated that he doesn't want to huve anything to do which smells, looks or

-talks 1ike WENDELL WILLKIE who is in the same srowd which runs the Tnited
States government and he set out capitelists, Hollywood and the whiskey
trust., With regard to WILLKIE's possible chances of ever attalning & place
1n public life, he stated thnt WILLKIE is . 'eookad goose'

In regard to the politioal issuen set forth in the newspapers of Hinneapolis,
" SITH steted that all the newspapers in Minneapolis are run by Wall Street and
that JOHN COWLES, who is the head of the Minneapolis Times Tribune, was a
“brother=in-law of THOMAS LA MONTE, who is the chiel of Collier’s Magazine, - -
- Ee then ohallenged the newspapor to prlnt uhat s belug‘said at th;: :
' mee’ting.

%
=1

"--;P . .- s ...;" L7 P or ol r\,."»'_ b .x-‘r«? ,.,_.r\-_‘..‘ - ,,.; T e woan B

. In regard to crusade backing, he ut&tad to the audience thnt it was supported
by contributions like those in the very audience before which he was speaking -
inasmuch as the America First movement was a people's campaigne SMITH then
read from ean article written by RAY TUCKER of Washington, D. C., dated
Fovember 15, 1943, regarding himself, which steted that SMITH had been
completely against ROOSEVELT and his New Deal and that SVITH was responsible
for the Anti-New beal landslide in the last electione S8:ITH ther stated that
with this assertion made by TUCKER in his article that America was to cone
back into the hands of Americans in the future.

. Cwﬂh\.
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He then stated that an article was belng written about him whlch wbnlu be

published in Collier's weekly magazine during the week of February 20, 19,3, i

"which article upon distribution to the millions of subscribers would amoumt:
to many tons of the precious paper which is so hard to cbtain in these war .
aays. He stated that if the newspaper was willing to use that much paper,
he, SMITH, must be worth something,

SKITE then harangued WALTER PLIPSHITZ"™ WINCHELL, whom he compared with WENDELL
WILLKIE as being in the same category. Upon listening to the radic on
February 21, 194, he heppened to hear the Governor of Vermont by the name of
WILLIAM WILLS who was pro-WILLKIE and who hed mentioned that the first thing
the Tnited Stetes people shoulé do was to rid themselves of the ¥black locusts®
and that WILLS had mentioned Colonel ROBERT McCORMICK, publisher of the
Chicago Tribune, ALFRED LANDON, SMITH and twe others. SMITH stated that he
felt good to be nemed one of the five of the best opponents of WENDELL WILLKIE.

SMITH then devoted a great part of his talk tc attacking the American aid to
Russia, seying that "if we could teke 1/2 of what we have given to Russie and
sent it to MacARTHEUR, the Jeps would be wiped off of the map by now and our
boys would soon be home from the South Pacific war area." He then stated that
"twiddle dee"™ WILLKIE and "twiddle dee dum™ ROOSEVELT had been responsible

for this matter,

A bitter statement was then made sgeinst Senator JOSEPH H. BALL of Minnesota,
whom he called an internutionalist and a member of the newspaper trust. BSMITH
then trounced upon the ®boondoggling"™ epending which he stated had been exposed
by United States Senator HUGH A. BUTLER of Nebreske; that we had obligated
ourselves in the amount of six billion dollars on foolish spending in South
America, which money he stated would have been of more good weore it to have
been spent on the battle fronts. ~

With regard to the bad news emérgenby issues, SMITH stated thet one of them
was the present Austin-Wadsworth bill relating $0 the drafting of men and
women which was Senate Reeolution #666. He urged all those present to write =
letters to their Senators and Reprasentatlveu in Conareas urging the downfall
of this proposal. - . e : : S

From & Boston newspaper article, SMITH stated he had seen informstion to the
effect that there was & movement on foot of Lemocrate and Republicans in
hashington who were working for no election in 1944 This he steted, if it
could oome about, was contrary to the constitution of the United States

and insisted that if there would be any move in that directiom through
ecoption of an amenament to the constitution concerning this teking form in
Congress, the America Firsters would rise up and defeat it. If such a thing
coulu ever come to pass, it would automatically fresze everyone in office

ena please the old-time New Deslers to no end. He then sdvised that there

-3 CONDMNTIAL
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uasn't enough time beforo November, 19&& to bring about Y constitut1on¢1

'lmenoment which would have $o be rttifzed by the states before beooming a

law, - ; 7 - . Y _ Lo LA

In Washington, today, SVMITH mentioned that there was a conspiracy onfoot

by the New Deanlers to steal the soldiers' vote who were fighting on the

war fronts of the world and thst ROOSEVELT was attempting to send them blank
ballots. It also has been known to him thet the Office of War Information
had refused to put BRICKER's name on the ballot. The idea of calling off
the election is no more phenomenal than the idea of s ROOSEVELT fourth term.
ROOSEVELT has been given publicity when Testaments are sent to our soldiers
inasmuch &s uncerneeth the c¢over of each Bible is a letter from ROOSEVELT
which they must read before they get the chance of resding what Jesus and
the prophets said. This form of thievery is a conspiracy to steal the forth-
coming election. .

The subject spoke "of the mustering out pay progrem which hes been backed
oy the Amerlcan Legion, Veterans of Foreign V%Wers, himself, cut hed not been

backed by the auministretion. S:ITH then quoted en incident which hes recently
been printed in the Congressional Reccrd régarding an armless soldier who

had to have his payocheck placed in his-pockets by another soldier which pey-
check was then used in trensporting him to his home, and when this soldier
arrivea home he had no money to further his subsistence, .
SMITH then eulogized J. EDWARD JONES, who was author of the book entitled
*And 8o They Indicted Me™ which persan had been previously persecuted by

the buresucrats and had even been approached by the secretary of ELEANOR
ROOSEVELT with the proposition that everything would be dropped by the charges
of the OPA officials if he paid to the secretary the sum of suo 000.

SMITH advised that the America First -a:fy had ap lied'fc the Minneapolis
Vunicipal Avditorium for & late date in April of ¢ hls year where would be
held a Tri-State Rally w1th possibly CHARLES ﬁ"LINDBERGH as a speaker.=<

1! . . a

SNITH then introduced Reverend CARL 0¢J§TADSIEN'of Hinneapolis, uho was

- noted to have arrived at the meeting l&te because of aprev1oul1y scheduled .

engagement. SMITH then defended STADSLEV for belng put off the Radio Station
WDGY because of a Kr., WHITE's statement that he had to satisfy his chief
sdvertisers who SNMITH thought there should be added to this word also Bureau-
crats. Si7ITH then named the stores which -Mr. WHITE was said to have mentioned
end it was suggested by SMITH that these store menagements be contacted by

the Amerieca First group to see whether such a request hed been made of Nr,
WhITE, who is menager of Radio Stetion ¥DGY in lirmesapolis, Minnesota.

o
SHITH Guégosted & committee bLe aHPclnuvd‘ to ge to Vash

ris) g o
the Federal Communications Commissicon and also call on the Interstate Commerce
Commission where BURTON k. WHEELER was Chairman, and he felt tnet with VHE:LER

-k - QQNN“AL
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as chainman or the latter group, some good uould be done ror Reverend
7 STADSLEV. BMITH then requested everyone to tolephone. . ﬁ;

-~ L

A

SMITH nentloned thet he has had much trouble in Minnenpolis and elaewhere 5'
finding & hall in which the naked and unvarnished truth oould be given to"

the people. He then stated thst he had sent telegrams.to ROBBRT E. HANNEGAN, -
National Democratic chairman, who was speaking the same night at the Redisson
Hotel in Minneapolis, Mimnesota, as well as a telegram sent to U. 8. Senator
JOSEPH H. BALL, who was spemking at the Hotel Nicollet in the same town, as
well as to Governor THYE announcing his intention to cell & Tri-State Rally
of the America Firsters in April at Vinneapolis and stating "Do you favor my
being allowed free speech and the use of public halls even though I might
express opinions in disagreement with yourst®™ SMITH then steted that he
would await replies to these telegrams. = ; -

He then ended his speech with the familiar armed rsised outecry %o ‘his
sudience “THIS IS A CRUSADE, VICTORY 1S IN THE AIRY.

T @prT MU dlaae 2 ntrocucsad hi ot P mdlem Ym mmandd e o om hbiod mmmd Vo lefos o Vo Acs
on. 14 CAEINl 1NTroGuced nis wile wWno ne meniionead as That Fooa 100KIng iady
in tne back with tne pink hat on her head, but she wasn't "pink",

S»17d then turned the pletform over to Mrs. JOSEPng;CHARD of Chicmgo who
had been with her American engineer husbend for four years in the heart of
Hussia. Mrs. RICHARL, it was noted, was dressed in what she said was the
native garb of a Russian peasant. She stated that inasmuch &8s the garbs

were so slmilar amorg the peesants was because thet was the only type of -

. materiels that ecould be bought in Russia and so one had to wear what they
S could n‘ﬁ‘l‘n‘ln- 'I.{'I'"R- ‘,TFHAQT} +than mnﬂn mention hf‘ the ﬂ‘f‘f"i cnult 11".A §r|

W MR W W s W AR (W R VTR Wiawan

Russia unless you were a member of the Communist Party. She advised that
there was no religious tolerance in Russia; that during peacetime the Russian
peasant was & sad sight, but now during wartime the Soviets were supposed to
be promising the peasants a greater volice iIn the government by the establish-
ment of some peasant. Democratioc states which would revert back %o the old
gystem at the end of the present oonfliot.‘. - e O

. The views of Mrs. RICIARD were tainted with Anti-COmmunlst thoughts Ihich

ahe allowed to leave vent te wvarlous nointn of her talk. At the nnd of-the ..

_spesch by ¥rs. RICHARD, whtich was npproximately 1/2 hour long, Mr. SKITH ,'
then arose on the platform and requested contribuvtions to the America First

. Party, which contributions were taken up by the ushers in baskots which seemsd
BEATS to be well filled, . R

From observaetior of the Reporting Asent, it was noted that the meeting was
orderly, snd it was attended by & majority of persons in the older age bracket,
most of whom were women.

Clippinzs taken from the [inneanolis Morning Tritune and the Minneapolis Times
of February 25, 1%, mention the protests of the Hemnepin County CIC Council

-5- tco“ﬂ“h\—
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againat the use of the Leamington Hotel by BMITH for his Americe First . . . .
meeting., The name of ARTHUR T. GUSTAFBOR, President of the CIO Coumeil ]
who was said to have signed a letter of protest was mentioned.in ome -
. srticle, A elipping teken from the §t. Paul Pioneer Press of. Fébruary 23,
19}, mentioned SKITH as thidking that WENDELL WILLKIE is a "dead duck™ and
wasn't too sure that FRANKLIK D. ROOSEVELT would conseat to run for a fourth
term end expressed alarm at this maeting as to whethar there would. be
presxuantlal election at all next Fnll. :

The following 11teratur was obteined by the Repovting Agent lt the meeting:

1 magazine entitled "The~.ross and the Flag®, Volume 2, 25¢, founded by
GERALD L. K{OSMITH; 1 copy ogéiﬁktitlon to Congresa in Behalf of War Veterans,
Veteran's Petition Committee, P. 0. Box L59, Detroit, Wichigan; a reprinted
article from the New York Journal-imerican Editorial Page dated Thursdsy,
August 12, 1943 entitle@,ﬁhussia's Alms Revealed"™ with the distributor being
named &s the American Viomen Against Communism, 52 Venderbilt Avenue, Room 81,
New York, Jew York. BEnclosed with this latter article was another article
entitled U. §. Must Bow to Stelin, Communists here Warn", which article was
a reprint from the New York Journal-American, under date of October 3, 1943,
The above materlal is being reteined 1n the exhibit envelope of instant

file in the St. Paul Field Uivision.

y/
”of the Leamington Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota, ad- b
vise & Hepor 1ng Agent that 'ITH hed atayed in Roomlr501 on the evening b7

of February 22,

i &nd unu \auv out vaxa..y vnu n\:}u- muxu..l.ua, ILLE UUHL-J.IRIDJ.UH

being unknown. stated that has received a letter of protest from the
Loecal Joint Execu boara of the Motel & Restaurant Employees International
Allience, Bartenders Leagus of America, A. F, of L., protgsting the appesarance
of SMITE at thHé Leamington Hotels Thia letter was signed y ALVYRED J¢ NEUMANN,
esident of the Local Joint Executive Board, RAYMOND»WRIGAT, Business Agent
of¥.ocal §#665 and THURE EyBERG, Business Representative offfi.ocal #458. Aalso
a letter had been received from thgﬂﬁennqpiq_@oun@y Inaus,rial Union Counsil
of the CIQ signed by ARTHUR T.¢GUSTAFSON protesting the use of the hotel to
) \F'F?ATT}—T K. SMITH and hiz 2o=cnlled Ameriocoa Firat p&“"!’""’ Rni-h af thase - t
.- . letters were turned over to the Reporting Agent and ara being rstainod in tha
St. i this caso. ; ; Coa
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. % 0n F‘e‘brul!'.‘-fr 23 a 19)-114- q Internal ‘Siéouriﬁj; 'D-ivirs.{on Minneapo s
"~ _Police Department, Minncapoltt, Minnesota, advised that *
g g

¥inneapolis ¥unicipal Auditorium had been approached r
and GERALD L. K. SMITH on that date and had requested use
of the Minneapolis Municipal Auditorium on April 20, 104, stated
that he would have to have the approevel from the puditori 1ttee of
the Minneapolis City Council before he could give Mrs. LUNDEEN or Mr.
SKITH the final approval for that meeting date,
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RBOORDED
Ass’ stant Attomaey Gencral Tam C. Clark

J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Burcau of Invest: gatim

GERALD L. K, SITTH; T™MF AYTRICA FIRST PARTY;
: IXTTRIAL SECURITY; SELITION,

TEED L Bor your furtior Snformatian In oomnection with your dmetderetics
© of this case, there 13 attached hereto a oopy of an additional report wubeitted
- by Special Agent YRR ot Saint Paul, Mimesots, on Fetruary 25, 1SLL.
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e SOCIAL SERVICE EMPLODYEES UNION

locol No. 83, United Office and Professional Workers of America, ClI

L3

2122 TITLE CaLIARAMTY RILI SIS Z0L CLECTRUIT X ST. 1OUIS, MO. CHestnut 9%
The Bookshop 306 N. Ryoljd (&)

Fedruary 26th, 1944

Mr. G, B. Norris, 8pecial Agent in Charge
Fedorel Buresu of Investipgation

423 United States Customs Eouse Bldg.

8t. 1‘.’“13; Mo,

Dear Sir;

- As a group of cltizens and workers interested in the speedy and
viotorious oonclusion of the war, we question the astivities of
o.r.ld Lo xo Sl'litho ) S :1:.3\,"“"" R gt v,
b tc‘ et

We are amated that the question of his spesking in St. Louis is the e
major oonsideration rether than the question of his allegiance to '
the United Statss. Hiz resarks and astivities over a period of years

apyear to us as oitizens as comstituting grounds for investigatiom.

We urge you to take this matter under immediate sonsideration in arder
to prevent Gerald L. K. Smith from gaining further acceptance in

the United States.
Yours very truly,
IAL SERVICE BMPLOYESS U ION

b7
| / IChnYsa Fing Nor=enrn
!I I e o 1 AR UHENRIOSTS (G PEORUN 3 111
os ."o Rdgar Hoovor\/ L HEPEW Pefrny 5\ Ltrhi Lt
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SAC, Saint Louis , ¥arch 6, 15U

Rweo
~DEp J. Edgar Roover - Director, Pederal Buresa of Investigation

OERALD L, Ko SMITH; T™HE ATRICA FIRST PARTY} o
. : oAt muc mn’ mmm. H‘JA'/K _.:-.‘~3‘_,«+~ »

FE. the lotter dated February 29, 19Ll, sddiressed te
you by of the Social Service Eployees Union, Saint
lowts, VisadW, ‘ ‘the above-captioned individual, A copy of this

lettor was desipnated torunmnmmrormnachrnramm, adtional .

tories of the letier are attached hereto o
. The Burcau is not acknowledging this lettor, tut you should make an
arprorriate formal acinowledgnent of the ociginal fornnication addressed to you

In the event the lstter has not already been acknowledged, it 45 sugpested that
you nerely thank the writer for her interest and courtesy in ocoamlcating with

you, .

£
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Tﬂil;‘;‘;ORIGIMT'EDAT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 8L rmuwno. 100-6013
REPORT MADE AT . - T % | DATE wHEN MADE l mmc::oasl REPOMT MADERY . - b?(‘__.-—
Saint Louis, Missouri 36y | 2/Ueml9; — =
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1’svnopsisorFrFacTs:  SMTTH and wife were in Saint nm.., 2/17-19/5a, to continue

SN

I IS UNCLASSIF
taffhe B

organizing the America First Party and to give speech on
2/17/l4, Admission by card only. Attandance was between
600 and 700 people, SMITH in his speech suggests LINDBKRGH
for President, attacks President ROOSEVELT and his cohorts,
and also at.taeks the British, He appeals to the Republicans
to furnish a candidate other than WILIKIE, and offers the
support of his followers to the Republican Party if they do
80e There 1s nothing flagrantly seditious in the spsech,
Audience made up of old people, and quite a few Germans,
Also in attendance was editor of the German language news-
paper who has in past been pro-Nasi, Veterans groups and

c st Party have protested against the use of the Muni-
cipal iuditorium, however, there were no disturbances,

Do is the organizer in Saint Louls, and SMITH

is thinking of having him organize in Kans:
SMITH confers with all persons previously
Louis in January, 1944, except DR, WALTER A

City, Missouri,
ntacted ia Saint
IER, who, how=

ever, had his priyate secretary at the speeth, SMITH con-
tacted former ﬁemgors of the America First Committee who ap-
pear andous t ew their work and back SNITH. He also

contacts FRANC
Saint Louis which presently has
large mailing list, REMBERT G of Tulsa, Oklshoma,
is former Methodist preacher and author of anti-administra~
tion book who gets Subject SMITH interested in this book,
There is indication that McCULLOUGH, reporter for *Saint Louis
Post Dispatch® and former America First Committee meaber, Who
has written articles riding SMITH, has told SMITH of investi~
gahiom by ONI, and is acting as source of informatien on local

O0R, head of the Social Justice Club in
membership but quite a

-y

. DO NOT WRITE IN THESK SPACES

RS 17
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Saint louis File No, 100-6013

Synopeis of Facts (cont,):

matters for SUITH, Plans made for Midwest Conference and
Rally of America First Party in Saint Louis tentatively
3/30/44, . A

- P

v - - - } . t

" Reference: T RO b7‘/
Report of Special Agont* Saint Louls,
Missouri, dated February 12, 19 C e

Details: I, Preliminaries to SXITH'S Speech
Scheduled February 17, 194L
On February 12, 1944, the distribution of the admlssion cards for

the GERALD L, K. SUITH speech for February 17, 1944, had begun. Many of these
letters were sent out by DONALD LOHBECK in first-class mail, and the envelopes
were marked "urgent.® Two tickets were usually sent to each individual, along
with a handblll bearing SMITH'S picture, and a leiter on the stationery of the
America First Party and signed by the Saint Louis Committee—DON LOHBECK, Tex-
porary Chairman, The place of the meeting waa the Municipal Auvditorium, Assem-

bly Hall No, 1, Seint Louis, Missouri, Coples of this material are being for-
warded to the Detrcit Field Division,

. The admission cards were necessary for attendance at this meeting,
and permitted the bearer of the card and whoever accompanied him to come into
the meeting., Immedistely the Americanism committees of various veteran groupe
in Saint Louis protested the permission which was granted to SNITH to use the
Muniel) Auditorium, and th aint louis Star " gave prominent display
to thes tests., The other two newspapers, th&¥Saint Louis Post Dispatch®
and the'PSaint lLouis Globe Democrat,® carried small editorials and notices, but
they did not give it prominent displays The Municipal Auditorium Commission,
however, permitted SMITH the use of\the assembly hall, : ' :

B At the Twentieth Anniver the "Daily Worker® at the Municipal
Auditorium on February 13, 1944, B ENTNER, Business Agent, Electrical Work-
ers, a member of the War Labor Board, and a member of the State Committee of
the Communist Party, called SNITH a "little rodent,® In his talk he said that
SMITH should not be permitted to talk and explained how in 1937 to 1939, the
various veterans groups and C,I,0, had forced the German-American Bund to dis-
band {(this is true). NER brought out that the mailing list for SMITH was
the same as that of th rica First Coomittee, and that this was no coinci-

dence, - A : A
II. Activities of GERALD L K.QSHITH in Saint
louis on February II. Igy,

The following information concerning SNITH'S activities while in St.
Louis, Miasouri, was received through various confidential sources:

32-



Saint Louis File No, 100-6013

. SMITH and his wife arrived at the Hotel Statler, Saint Louis, Mise
. eouri, at about 10:45 AM on the morning of February 17, 1 apparent -
ing come from Detroit, ' , _ ! %ﬁ mpparen 1y bav .

' Hﬂspa.por men were awaiting him, as was alao_DOHAID_m, Chaiz\-
man of the America First Committee in Saint Louis. LOHBECK and SMITH discuss-

od the possibllity that therée will be trouble at meeting, and are of the
opinion that the protest is the work of the Jaews. -

’ A

Shortly after 11:00 AM, MR. EVEREIT the Nstar Tiges®, their photo-
grapher, MR, MONTAGUE, and MR, DAUGHERTY of the\sql obe' Democrat® interview
SMITH. SMITH tells the newamen that his itinersfy will be as follows:; A leader-
ship meeting on February 20 in Chicago, and then meetings in Minneapolis on Feb-
ruary 22, Detroit on February 26, and Cleveland on February 29, Pittsburgh on
Merch 1, Philadelphia on March 2, and then into Weshington, D, C, for confer-
ences on March 4. He advised that this is the first leg of a nation-wide tour.
In Washington, D. C., he will confer with various senators and congressmen, ih-
cluding HOFFMAN and REYNOLDS, and he will alac appear before the Military Af-
fairs Committee to testify against the National Service Act,

Pertinent remarks which SMITH made to the reporters are listed as
follows:

*"We want a real Republican for a candidate in 1944; a real

Nationalist we can sunnort. %

- WIASEE WA ww
*Nationaliam is the preservation of our national soverigiaty
and the keeping of our government in Washington,?®
YROOSEVELT is playing the bankrupt nations for world power
Just like he played bankrupt states and cities for
national power, I wouldnit be surprised to see WILIKIE
as the Vice-President with ROOSEVELT, and then ROCSEVELT
resign to become President of the world with WILIKIE be-

coming President of the United States.®

ArTAN LY a3 2l ok Lo bha NMeldbad Sbaodba wmde sawe

SMITH blamed the Prealdent for the United Statss entry into Wal
declaring "we should have been building a two-ocean Navy, and then there would
not have been any Peerl Harbor,® =~ - e T

- SMITH defended his patriotise against the attacks of the veterans
groups in Saint Louis, saying that he did not think that those fellows represent-
ed the Legion as a whole but only represented themselves and possibly the Jewish
War Veterans, He sald that he would be perfectly willing for his patriotism to
be judged by HFRMAN LUHR, head of the Americanism Committee of the Michigan Ameri-

can Legion, and by HOMER CHALLEAUX, National Americanisa Chairman of the American

Legiono

I3 . .. s
PV s

The "Star Times" said "the only think SMITH refused to criticize or
laud during the lengthy interview was the war effort because 'T am not 2 military

e i dek mlera ammPawndt o b anamye_ I
vllvw -

expert and that would not be patriotic and might give comiory IO tne

-3-
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I

During the interview with newsmen, SMITH criticized ROOSEVELT and
WILIXIE along the same lines as he has always done,
¥hile the *Star ‘!_‘iass} and *Globs Damocrat® repirters were inter-
ewing SMITH, McCULLOUGR of m}ﬂost Dispatch® came in cCULLOUGH appear-
ed yery friendly with SMITH took the liberty of intérrupting the other
news men in their interviews. McCULLOUGH told SMITH that a reporter,
JULIU TMAN, at the "Post Dispatch,® who is a Comamnist, thought it outw
rageous that SUITH would be permitted to speak, - - :

Same of the side remarks that McCULLOUGH made indicates that he,
too, is anti-Semitie, .

SMITH was asked what he thought about the causes of the war, and he
answared that the cause was the attack by the Japanese upon Pearl Harbor, but
that if ROOSEVELT had not spent so much money boondoggling instead of spend-
ing 1t on armaments, we would have had a big army and navy to protect ourselves
instesd of a political machine. SMITH was also asked what should be done with
HITLER, and he advised that he could not say. He believed that this matter was
in the hands of the Commander and Chief and his military aids, and that he would
leave it up to those persons. He claimed to have confidence enough in the
chiefs of our army and navy, and as a side light commented that he wished that
the Commander and Chief were someone other than ROOSEVELT, as he naturally did
not have any confidence in him., The question was asked, "Would you ask for a
trial?" SMITH put off this question by saying that he would trust the military
men in whatever action they tooke, EVERETT of the "Star Times" who was conducte
ing this inquiry asked what SMITH thought of HITLER'S responsibility for the
war, He answered saying that there was no limit to what power-mad men like
STALIN and HITLER will do. He said "this war is not an lssue—no war can be an
issus after it begins; from then on criticiem is directed to the conduct of the
war and postwar plans.,® EVERETT asked what postwar plans SMITH had in mind,
and was referred to the first issue of #The Cross and the Flag® which contains
an article entitled *Victory—A definition.® . .

S SMITH advocated a rebirth of Nationalism and claimed there is a dif-
" ference betwesn GEORGE WASHINGTON!S type of Nationalism and HITLER'S type. He
claims that by Nstionalism it is not meant provincial Isolationiam, At this
point something came up whereby McCULLOUGH, the "Post Reporter,¥ said he had
been & member of the America First Committes, T
- EVERETT asked SMITH about his membership in the Silver Shirts, and
' SMITH advised that had been sent an honorary membership card but had never been
affilisted with that organization, He advised that one of the reasons he falt
resentment toward the B!Nal Brith is because that organization bought PELIEY!S
files from him some years ago when PELLEY needed money and then published a let-
ter showing that SMITH held a membership cardy but they have not published the
letter which SMITH wrote repudiating his membership and returning his card,

-A-
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SMITH learned that the B'Nai Brith had a copy of his letter from GECRGE
SOKOLSKY, a newspaper commentator, SMITH advised that the reference to him-
self in the book, "Undercover,® relative to his marching through Saint Louis
with Storm Troopers of the Silvershirt organization was a "forgery,®

At this point NC! GH-tells SQUITH that he received a letter froa
HARRY ROSENTHAL about HAR GER (SMITH'S associate in Denver), McCUL-
IOUGH also indicates that fle is anti-WILIKIE, SMITH attacks ROOSEVELT and
the New Deal for having taken the people's rights away through the rationing
systea and thus depriving tham of their "day in court.®

EVERETT, who has finished his interview, was calling in his story
on the telephone in another room of SMITH'S suite, and then SMITH told him to
include in his Ysmear story® the fact that his son is in the army and station-
ed in India., Although his son has had six years of military training, hes is
not an officer but his classmates are, He feels that because his father is
the ':eriblo GERAID L. K, SMITH" he is just a soldier and is leading & mule
in India,. ' T : '

At this point McCULLOUGH and SMITH were in the room alone and were
engaging in & prsther soft conversation, and McCULLOUGH said something sbout
an investigation and mentions ®the head of the ONI,® The details of thls con-
versation could not be heard, however, inasmuch as McCULLOUGH indicated that
he was serving as & source of information for SMITH, it is possible that he
may have been furnishing SMITH with some inside information or some background
info ion, SMITH asked McCULLOUGH to get him some background information

on 1G, one of the vetsrans who was protesting his meeting, and McCUL~

© LOUGH “subsequently did furniah information to SMITH which permitted SMITH to

attack EMIG,

: McCULLOUGH, however, did mention that he was not going to write a
long article for SMITH, and in that way give him more publicity., SMITH ask-

ed Mc GH if he thought that word had gotten around to his followers
(m erica Firsters), and McCULLOUGH answered “Yes, they've heard about
1t.. i - i - .

R

McCULLOUGH told SMITH about a reporter by the name of HEPNER of the
"Post Dispatch® who was going to cover the mesting for the New Republic. LOH=
BECK inquired of McCULLOUGH whether MRS, RUELL (phonetic), Assistant Editor
of the "Post Dispatch,® had gotten a ticket, == . . . | ]

' This conference with the newspaper men lasted until about 1:00 F,
at which time EVERETT of the ®Star Times® told SMITH that he had had orders
to stay close to him all day, whereupon SMITH answered "I am accustomed to be-
{ng watched,* EVERETT remained, and SMITH started telling him how he has been
smeared in the past, and how when the true facts were known, it was found that
the eriticism against him was unjustified. He cited an example in Cleveland,
Ohio, where he had been barred from using the auditorium, and when he present-
od his side, the Municipal Auditorium was all for him,

-— 5 -
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SMITH told EVEREIT of the efforts of the Communists and Communist
dews to intimidate people, and alac the efforts of the inistration to sub.
~— Ject its opponents to investigations. He gajd these things, however, have
- not intimidstedws few people such as CLAREMOFFMAN, mmro)k#xsa, ROBERT
A BEYNOLDS, r}mu%, and himselt, -~ %/ ’ B

\

SMITH advised that he was not a member of.the America First Com-
_mittee, bocause at that time he was Chairman of thé®ommittee of One Milllon,
but as they had the sams ideas about things, they would work together,

: SHITH feels that he has many friends, as he is a friend 'o'f everyone
who 1s againast ROOSEVELT,

The sStar Times" reporter left at about 2:00 FM,
T

‘ SMITH then engaged in a long-distange telephone conversation with
his office (possibly his secretary, BERNARD &~ Je Apparently MRS, LUN-
DEEN was leaving Detroit for Chica sald that she could make .
arrangements for her trip through at the Statler Hotel in Detroit,
v, MRS, LUNDEEN spparently was to bring SMITH!S personal attention msail with her

In a conversation betwsen LOHBECK and SMITH, SMITH states that he
feels as though the "Star Times" repcrter has been softened, and that the man
was doing something repulsive against his inner self in covering this assign-
ment, and that he just mouthed the words that the Jews put in his mouth, and
that the Jews could never face him in the open, He 8lso mentioned that McCUL-
LOUGH was a paradoxial fellow and felt that McCULIOUGH in writing the articles”
which are more or less against SMITH is doing these things but actually knows
better, - - : TR C. e ‘

Before K leaves, SMITH asked about his Selective Service stat-
us, and LOHBECK stited that he is 1-AC. As SMITH and LOHBECK\ leawe the roam,
they run into R ¢ (phonetic), a friend of JOSEFH HANK, MUELLER

48 one of the individuals who helped put on a #share the wealth” meeting for
SMITH in 1935« L - e .

ST . - About 2:50 PM, MR, and MRS, SMITH return to the room wit Bmaﬂ!;f,_ .
< % . GILMAN SMITH, who was formerly a Methodist preacher, and was founder In'1937
of the Oklahoma League against Communisp, Naziism, and Fasciems His permanent
address is Box 2123, Tulsa, Oiddehoma, BHe has written an anti-administratiom -
book which he is trying to sall. The book is printed by the J, W, Burke Com-
pany of Macon, Georgia, Abouy fifteen years ago he wrote another book *Com=
muniar over Methodiem,® R. G, says that he s0ld 200 copies of his book
to a man in Oklahoma City, and Subject SMITH shows interest in this publica-
tion, asking if enough paper can be obtained to keep on publishing the books

At about 3:00 PM, ROBERT MUELLER comes in, Subject SMITH is inter-
ested in getting copies of R. G. SMITH!S book for his friends and he will

-6—
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be furnished them by R, G, SUITH st §L.50 aplece, R. G. SMITH explains that

there is enough material In the Book for twenty-five speeches against the New

Deal, Mention is made that a reporter is sitting out in the hall, and as

MUELLER gets ready to leave, SMITH tells him that should the "Star Timesv
\ question him, he should just say that he is an old acquaintance,

At sbout 3:15 PN there is an incoming telephone call from GEORGE
" VGEBHARDT who will not be able to call personally on SMITH but will see him —
“"at the meeting tonight., GEBHARDT must have asked some question about the
Quakers, and SMITH said that they were Pacifists, and mentions that he, howe
ever, is & Natiocnalist,
Subject SMITH and R. G, SMITH decide that the best sentence that
could describe his book is "A study in the betrayal of our constitution,®

R. G, SMITH mentions a fellow named WEBER, possibly a Baptist preach-
er in Oklahoma, known as the "Radio Minister of the Southwest,* R. G. SMITH
elaims that WEEER is a follower of his, and Subject SMITH recalls that WEBER
has bought his stuff in wholesals lots of more than 200 copies,

Re G. SMITH claims that he has lived almost all his life in Georgla,
is sixty-six years old, and has been fighting Communism for a long time, He
and Subject SMITH discuss Communism and the evils which have beset our country,
and the break-down of religion in the United States, They decide that all the
trouble in this country is due to the break-down of the faith in Christe They
alsc mention the tie-in betmeen the Communists and the Jews, and both claim
that they are not anti-Semitic.

R. G, SMITH wih try to get to Chicago Sﬁnda.y to hea.r_gﬂm L. K.
SMITH, who recommends EARBYSOUTHARD to him and gives him his personal carde™

GERAID L, K. SMITH thinks that the Northern Methodists are nearly as
obnoxious as the Communists, - T .

GERAID L. K, SMITH arranges to buy thirteen of R. G, SMITH'S books
for $25,00 and promises him a check, however, R. G, SMITR is hard up for money
and gets cash on the spot, Subject SMITH wants to send these books out toa
select group and wante all of his key men to have a copy of ite e

R. G. SMITH is in Saint Louls apparently trying to promote the sale
of his book and also is circulating a form letter among lawyers which is direct-
ed to FELIX FRANKFURTER of the Supreme Court requesting his resignation, He
has also spoken to DEAN SWEET and Bishop SCARLETT of Saint I..ourﬁz and considers
them both Reds, He has also seen Professor GRAEBNER at Concordla Seminary.
Subject SMITH recommends that R, G. SMITH go out to see DR. WALTER A. MAIER and

gives him his personal card of introduction,

- 7
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. R.,G.-m.hu a son who is an Ens and who il.l: graduate
the Coast Guard Acadeay, S e . - "r.' o

- R. G. SMITH says that he got some of the material for his book froam
AMOS PINCHOT, but that PINCHOT made hia promise that he would not disclose the
source of his informetlon in the book (it was noticed in the newspapers of

last week that AMOS PINCHOT died), R. G. SMITH was displeased that Vice-Presi-
dent WALLACE who was in Saint Louis a few days ago would not see him. He men-
tioned that he has written a large number of letters to various congressmen
and has also written to President ROOSEVELT and other high-ranking officials
criticizing them directly, - '

At 4:10 PM a soldier knocked on SMITH'S door, and said that he rep-
resents the boys from overseas, inasmuch as he has fought in the ‘South Pacific,

amnd that ha wAattld VTdlbra ¢a sad o bldabad o bha cecbdoas &aed Sd o o _ [
TR WAL UT TVWLU LLARAT WY BTV 8 vAUADY WU WOD WOTVLAIE VUILLKIIVe 0O pOOMOYU BOMo-~

what beligerent, and SMITH did not let him come into the room, but did give
him a ticket, - :

A few minutes later LOHBECK EVERETT of the ®Star Times® come in,
and this soldier apparently had ap and EVERETT had interview-
ed the soldier who said his name was (phonetic) of New Jersey.
He had campaign ribbons from the Sou ¢ific and ssveral citations, The
soldier e¢laimed to EVERETT that he had started a riot at one of FRITZ KUHN'S
meetings (this soldier did come to SMITH'S meeting that night, and there is
a picture in one of the newapapers showing him in the front row, He caused
no tro;:ble, and SMITH was of the opinion that he became a very attentive lis- -
tener, . o . -

b7c

EVERETT starts questioning SMITH about hie last visit in Saint Louis
on Jamuary 14 and 15, 1944, and asks whether he gave any talks at all at that
time, SMITH answered "No,® He alsc answered ¥"lNo® to the question as to
whether SMITH had made any contacts at Concordia Seminary (this questioning
apparently deals with SMITH'S contact with DR, MATER at Concordia Seminary and
SMITH!S appearance before soms of the students through DR. MATER), SMITH ex~-
plained that he had gone out to Concordia Seminary with the preacher, HARVEY -
SPRINGER, who was with hia, and who had heard quite a bit about the Seminary — -
and also heard MAIER over the radioc, EVEREIT asked "Did you talk to DR, MAIER®™
_ Answer: "No, we didn't even try to see him." L o

. SMITH then tells how he treats ,n«uga}fd:‘ :enheourggs? p};:;n if they
work for the "Daily Worker,® and told of an inc where ’

wyiter for the "Ng l(assea:' had tried to interview HMITH under false cr?den-
tials and how he ran away when SMITH threatened hime He aleso mentioned tne
fact that some woman tried to interview him claiming that she was a Nazi spy.
He claimed that prior to this meeting with her in the statler Hotel, he noti-
fied the FBI, In relating these incidents, SMITH explained his activities in

- B -
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Detroit, and he advised that he very seldom goes to his main office because
he would be heckled and harassed by peocple who were sgainst him, He said
that he has gotten such good service from the Statler Hotel in protecting him
from this type of people that he arranges to hold his interviews with people
at the Statler Hotel, usually in the coffee shop or t% lobby, - .
At 4:35 P the "Star Times¥ reporter, SMITH, and LOHBECK leave to
go to the Municipal Auvditorium to make final arrangements for the mesting,

At 5:25 PM LOHBECK and SMITH return, and they talk about general
arrangements., SMITH inquires of LOHBECK as to how many America Firsters he
hes learned of, however, no definite answer could be overheard, He did, how=
ever, mention that there is a grocery store clerk who is one of his best worke
ers, LOHBECK said that he had received several telephone calls and requests
for an article published by WHEELER in the Congressional Record, SMITH says
that he will talk tonight about British propaganda,

SMITH commented that JOS OESTERS and GEORGE GEBHARDT would be
at the meeting tonight, and LOHBECK says that the Soclal Justice fellows make
good street fighters, '

"At 5340 PM there was an incoming telephone call from WILLIAM BNHONT-
GOMERY, SMITH tells him that SHANK had tried to get him by telephons but they
wers disconnected. SMITH tells MONTGOMERY to scout the meeting tonight with-
out, being conspicucus to see if there are any trouble makers there and then
pass on this information to MRS. SMITH who will be at the door. MONTGOMERY ap-
parently wes asking if he would be called upon to give any speeches, and SMITH
told him that could expect to be giving talks within the next ninety days,
SMITH said that {e had spoken to a man in Chicago who wants MONTGOUERY to coms
up there and give\a speech, This is possibly SOUTHARD, MONTGOMERY gives SMITH
the name of MART ERER, an old America Firster, Telephons Flanders 7412
LOMBECE is also aoquainted with FEDERER, . o - :

SMITH continues his econversation with LOHBECK, and SMITH shows his
anti-Semitic feeling in saying that the sheenies tried to trip him up by send-
ing up a fellow in a soldier's uniforms In this respect, it must be noted that
whenever SMITH has an opportunity, he makes some anti-Semitic remark, or immed-
iately connects any remark of a person with whom he is talking as being anti-
Semitic and then elaborates on it. There were several instances where LOHBECK
made a couple of remarks about Jews where he did not mean to speak of them in
a derogatory sense, but SMITH commerted upon it that way, and LOHBECK corrected
him by seying that "these were good Jews, ¥ otc,

SMTTH told LOHBECK that he thought the ®Star Times" reporter was now
in their camp and mentioned the fact that this reporter had brought.up the po%nt,
that he had worked for VEERN RSHALL, and thinks MARSHALL is the finest publish-

er he has ever known, A

~
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" SMITH thinks % of the auditorium, is a fine fel-
low, and sentions that the um be policed, inasmuch as it is city -
property, They show some concern that there may be trouble but feel that :
they can cope with it, L o N

Ao T T e L E PR .
- s T i : A
SMITH had previously mentionsd that he was thinking of organising

in Kansas City and told LOHBECK that he is thinking of sending him to Kanses

- City to help organize there, inasmich as he is very mmch pleased with his work
in Saint louis., SMITH comments about the coming meeting, saying "wait until
the audience hesrs me raise hell with the New Deal and the British, and if
they are a normal audience, they will really like to hear it.*

There is an incoming telephone call from some girl studsnt whose
name is possibly WARBH or WARGHER, She wants to come with a eouple of friends
and SMITH tells her that she can get her tickets at the door. SMITH describes
her as some student who is scared to death, '

. L.ﬂ4£(

At 7:25 FM the SMITHS and LOHBECK leave the hotel to go to the audie
torium for the meeting, The meeting at the assembly hall of the Municipal
Auditorium started at about 8:00 FM, There were approximately 600 to 700 people
in attendance, which is its capacity, -

There was no disturbance or any picketing before the meeting began,
On the stage with MR, and MRS, SMITH were MR, and MRS, LOHEECK end GEORGE GEB-
HARDT, LOHBECK opened the mseting by saying that they had waited for a long
“time to find a man they could follow without being afrald, and "he came down
from Detroit to contimue on the policy and with the program that we had fol- .
lowed 8o sincerely up to the time the United States went into war, We had heard
from National Headquarters of the America First Committee that the committee
was dissolved. We lost contact with our best workers.® He asked that word be
passed around that they wanted these workers back and said ®"we have started
again and will not stop this time. He-said *tbie meeting is to present the one
man who has stopped his work in the cause of Americanism and American National-
ism, He has not been intimidated by the governmental harrassment which many
of us know and which has stopped some of us,” He then introduced GERAID L. K.
SMITH as head of the Am_e_r}*ca First Party, - - - . . gg” LT~

P3SN
£ o

LA : SMITH began his talking by saying that he was mindful of the accomp-

i 1ishments of Saint lLouis, but one thing stays in his mind and is symbolized
and personified by that phrase so often heard *Spirit of Saint Louis".——CHARLES
A. LINDBERGH, Upon the mention of LINDBERGH'S name, there was a great applauss,
SMITH said he hoped to present LINDBERGH to the Saint Louis audiences for a

crial 2mA 2l am bz hared ta dntesdnna £o Sant lovis fthat maligned and perse—
speecChh Ana &Ls0 08 10pBL W0 aliviUuuns LY oadlt S aaLls L

cuted lover of Christ, Father CHARLES E, COUGHLIN,® (great applause),

SMITH attacked the Communists and ROOSEVELT and gave a tyrade against
- 10 -
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the ®international bankers, international politicians, and international
finaglers, who want t0 load us with a debt and tax load to pay the debt for
t.hg io;]_.d _for the next century.® He then made a play on the word, ®first,®
and said that there was only one thing above ®America Firat® and that was
faith in Christ, He tells how he promised his 0ld mother that he would newvw
er make a speech without mentioning Christt!s name,

"~ SMITH tells how the politicians have run the uhbw.for\'a long time,
and that the best citizens have stood on the sidelines, He claims that thease
political rascals are symbolized by men like HARRY HOPKINS.

At the point he has REMBERT GIIMAN SMITH, the former Methodist

Tand +ha e ewte T e
et EiAA WA

nransahaw arydd ansas 2 e -
A ARl aulLvLve 4l Piayois

LY
SMITH begins his speech by praising LOHBECK for making this meet-

ing euccessful, and FRED EMIG in the audience gets up and announces that LOH-
BECK is a conscientious objector, However, SMITH immediately cuts him off,
saying that LOHEEQ!S status has been established by a draft board appointed
by the President of the United States and asks the audience to give LOHBECK
a big hande It is noted that the audience did not show any resentment at
all to the fact that LOMBECK was a conscilentious objector,

LOHBECK introduced all the people on the stage, including GEBHARDT,
and described him as a former head of one of the Social Justice groups,

. SMITH then asked the people in the audience who had one s\
army to_raise their hands, then two, and then asked thos
up and their names, One of these individuals was
pos : ho has three sons in the Marines,
1y The others did not give their names, A negro man stood up
and e had three sons in the armed services, and SMITH took that
occasion to tell the negro not to believe what the Communists are saying, and
that the America Firsters are not against the negro races

SMITH tells the group that he Bopes the America First Party will not
be necessary, and that the Republicans will nominate a man whom they can sup-
port; that 1s, scmeons other than WILIKIE, He then appeals to the Republican
politicians in the audience to note how the tide is running and points out to
them that he and his followers are a powerful force with which they should com-
cern themselves and align themselves with their group, He warns the Republi=

e cans against selling them out, saying ®"if you do so, we will hold our conven-

tion, maybe in Saint Louis, and nominate ®the Spirit of Saint Louis,t He said
the Republicans can have the America First votes, or even the Democrats! votes,
4f they turn their party back to men like WHEELER and CLARK,

SUTTH then shows himself to be definitely against WILIKIE and says
that Communism has its spokesman in the Vice-~President of the United States,

-1l =
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He points out that at the 26th Anniversary of the October Revolution in New |
York in Novaember, 1942, WALIACE was the main speaker. He called for WALLACR!S
impeachments He said that the government in Washington is shot through with
;l;: disciples of WALLACE and FELIX FRANKFURTER whom he classified as a Commun-

e w ”

SMITH told the story of how he was introduced to the student body
of Harvard Univeraity by a MR. GRACE, and members of the John Reed Club, who
are Communists, tried to break up the meeting, ~ - ‘

SMITH also said that he was again#t being sucked into a world gove
ernment and being brought back into the British Empire. He told of how the
British were trying to interfere with American politics,

He refers to DEEM SMITH, former head of the Standard O1l Company,
who has spoken on Eastern Imperialism, both on the part of the Japanese and
the British.

SMITH goes into some detail on the plans for the world government,
and exhibits the flag which the Internationalists have designed, He attacks
WALTER WINCHELL, and tells his audience to read Senator JOHN RANKIN'S speech
in congress. He says ®if Jewish stateamen want to check anti~Semitism, they
should choke that rat who is doing more to spread it than anyone else in the
United States,* K

SMITH gives out a definition of victory in 1944, which he has repeat-—
edly set out in his publication and other places. He also brings out the diffi-
culties which his son has had in the army because his name is GERALD L, K,
SMITH, and also the fact that his son is not an officer becauss of thisg

SMITH says *I know it is a boldness that borders on danger. I know
I risk my safety in the presence of bureaucratic tyrants who are playing all
the tricks to silence this fearless ¥oice....they kmow if the truth is let out, -
they will not remain in powers...they cantt stand this truth.,.the only way they
can stay in power is to silence those who speak it (truth).® ; _

S SMITH then tells hos the veterans cannot hope to be given any con-
sideration through ROOSEVELT, and how the present administration would rather .
spend billions of dollars in foreign countries than to give the veterans what
is their due. He says "we must save the nation's wealth for our veterans. - I
would not trade one wounded veteran for all the Mexicans in Mexico, all the

4

) o
e —E 118 o 2 Damowd Y a1l +ha Avwoantinians in Arcentina. or all the chiﬂ&ga in
DFAZ14118N8 il OréaZii, GAL wiiS ARIESHIVANLGID &Ll RS 5T5¥as5; &= L

China,.®

He asks the audience if they would like for him to bring to Saint

Louis CLARE HOFFMAN or MRS. LUNDEEN, or possibly GERALD P. NYE, and they act in
the affirmative, He forgets the name of the large hall in the Municipal Audi-

torium, and askes MeCULLOUGH, the "Pogtgr_l}iqp_e,ggxﬂ_‘reporter, who is sitting in
_ T



an—

the front row, what it is called,

e T SMITH then starts taking up his collection and explains how this
o . 48 done, He furnishes everyone with an envelope and pencil, snd they ean
‘ : put in the envelope as much money as they want, and also can write on the

_ front of it how much money they would like to donate every month, He teld

A the people about his way of organising, explaining that he did not elsct

"7 . people to offices, because these people would then be harrassed, and his

g enemies would go around and have these people fired from their Jobs and pere
secuted, In his way of organizing, GERALD L., K. SMITH ®will take the heat

and keep it off the people,* e e , :

CUTT andAd fldbha hitmansstoceed o dloo.: cled Sl _oo T __% wr__4 ___ 23 -
URLif Sadl Twis wursauctravs uviougnv ailuwer reari Haroor uvney wouwla

use the war to imprison us, They thought they would call us Nazis and trajt-
ors and divisionists, They thought they would use those circumstances to :
strike us under the belt," He also said ®"they thought they would lock up all
Nationalists like LINDBERGH, HENRY FORD, NYE, WHEELER, and myself, but they

can®t do it. There are too many of us, We are America.* (applause) »If they
do strike down this fearlesa voice and let me rot behind the filthy walls of

a concentration camp, they will not gain, bscause the blood of the martyrs is
seed of the church, and for every GERALD L. K., SMITH they put down, 1000 will

‘* -7 3 3% * ~ h ﬂ||“+ +h- - adn b\l‘“ﬂﬂ'\ﬂ“.+ ‘ ot *Q"‘ﬁ“* i hﬂ-f'm ‘-* 1 1 HA* A4 ) FJ W S
A 40T UY W OLGWIY VUGS OT Ul CAULIavLLY Wi aivbs JATTUWVEE Wadldl WY WULTe NLVD e

liberty or give me death,® (applause and shouts of ™"'atta boy, GERALD")

SMITH then continues with his collection, and all the time that the
collection is going on, he kesps up a running line of chatter, He calls upon
JOSEPH KOESTERS and other volunteers, including MRS. SMITH and MRS. LOMBECK, to

~ help collect the énvelopes, He advised that everyone who gives a dollar or
™ more will receive a copy of the book, "And So They Indicted Me,* by G. EDWARD

JONES, He advised that for every dollar they will get one book, so that if a
nerson gives £5.00 he will get five books. He advises that this may be the be-

P8Vl EivSS @rlivy nv na= DUVR S

ginning of a grest movement which sweeps the country, and they may want to have
something which they can save for the years to came and show that they werse a
founder of this Crusade., It is the %gold seal America First certificate," and
everyons who pledges $1.00 a month or more will get one, 111:‘ geﬁ. hg.s*u?ond_
it a picture of GEORGE WASHINGTON. He said that anyone who didn't want Yo give
their name should just write "money* on the envelope., He also distributes a -
petition calling for Congress to help the veterans, This program is "One Thous- -
and Dollars for Each Veteran.,* SMITH also distributed copies of "The Croes and
g The Flag® and copies of BAY TUCKER!S articlo:xpg:i::ast;:eryone st:x::‘arilg ::::n
L er to ple allegiance, He s various

o :hh: ﬁ:i 102:10:2 s&lutﬁ-—df;o military salute, the hand over the heart, and the
outstretched hand with the palm ups, He explains to the audience that they

1m down, which is the Fascist
should salute with the palm up and not with the pe ) ™
salute, He points out that the ®Star Times" would take a picture of them if

the pledge of al~
thev used the Fascist salute and would harrass them, After
legmce, he has the audience stand as they were and recites the lord's Frayer.

- 13 =~
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He closes with thanking the audience for their hospitality, saying
that he and MRS, SMITH have had so much persecution and harraunent, t.hoy are
grateful for the cordial reception they received in Saint Louis, He ends say-

ing ®God bless you. God bless and save America. _Goodnight.' Thero 1s scat-
tored handclapping,

The audience became a little restless dnr.lng the eollection which
took a considerable time, and there was a definite let—down in the enthusissm
once the collection started, However, there was no concentrated effort to
lesve the hall, but it amst be noticed that SMITH any number of times mention-
od during his speech that the Commnists, New Dealers, or anyone slse who got
mad could leave at any time they wanted to. The meeting closed at 10:25 AM,

Through mhere is available a complete record \57*_,
of this meeting, er detalils aboul this meeting will be set out later in

the report.

At 11; 00 FM, MR, and MRS, SI(ITH, and MR, md MRS, LOHBECK return to
the hotel, MRS, LOHBECK is interested in seeing how her family will react to
the meeting, as they are against this sort of thing. She says that they rep-
resent the "amug" group. SMITH comments that it is not a disgrace to stir up
the rabble and quotes the Bible to the effect that "Jesus Christ was comdemn—
ed because he stirreth up the rabble,”

% - a{ﬁﬂa { /( LOHEECK comments that the dramatic critic of the *Post Dispatch® was
s “present at the meeting, ) T

. " They go out to eat, and by midnight MR. and MRS. SMITH retire,

IIT. Activities of GERALD L, K, SMITH in Saint -
IA“: e T lvnnne.“ 13 ICII..I.

A0ULS Ol FSOPUST'Y iS4 aTen

SMITH is up at 9:30 ZM and goea down to the hot'.e;l lobbys. He then re-
turns to t.he room, - , L

- L. P

JOSEPH B, SHANK, comes in, MUELIER 1s drunk and tells SMITH that he didn't
think very much of his taking up any collection at the meeting and thinks he
i should eliminate that, MUELLER curses quite a bit, and is quite frank with
‘\\ . SMITH. SMITH takes no offense and "ld,da him alonz.
o MUELLER apparently ran in s congresaional race in Hissouri and advis~
od that he ran a close third but was sabotaged by the Catholics and the Social
Justice group, He was supposed to get some money from Father COUGHLIN but did

not get it. MUELLER has known MONTGOMERY for about five years and says that

SHANK got MONTGOMERY his job at the City Hall, MUELLER claims that he is the
cne who got SHANK his jobs

'! At 11:05 AM, ROBERT MUELLER (phonetic), the at.torney, and a friend of

MUELLER is forty-one years of age, has worked as an electrician, his
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parents are American born, and he,
 versity Law School, MUELLER said that

. night and liked it, SMITH comments that K was at the meeting and
sitting at the left, but because of his 16b ‘at the City Hall, SMTTE 4id not

ed from Saint Louis Uni-

expect him to become involved in the Amsrica First Party, SMITH asked MUK~
. LER whether there was any %old Republican wheel horses® there, but MURLLER
answers in the negative, : - . o '

SMITH gives MUELLER a big build-up, and tells him to come back
when he is sober. Throughout this interview MUELLIR has contirnually asked
SMITH, "What are you aiming at? He repeats this question so much that it ap-
parently becomes embarrassing to SMITH, and SMITH says that he will talk to
him about it when MUELLER'S mind gets cleared up, SMITE does reminesce with
NHUELLER about the HUEY LONG days and alsc mentions SHANK and the two brothers
(possibly the BABER brothers) who helped put on a meeting in 1935,

/ MUELIFR left at 11:25 AM,

McCULLOUGH, the “Post Dispatch® reporter, calls SMITH at 11:30, from
the lobby of The hotel, and SHMITH asked "What did the fellow at the Jefferson
have to say?® McCULLOUGH agrees with SMITH that EMIG'S attempt to heckle him
fell flat. He explained- - , Who was on the stage, is a mgood old
Sccial Justice fellow, & COUGHLINITE." SMITH also asks, "What did the Staff
Sergeant say?" Apparently the conversation led to LOHBECK, and his conscien=
tious objection status, and SUITH says "I do not think they should persecute
those people.® McCULLOUGH introduced SMITH to BENESCH, Editor of the "Star
Times,® and SMITH asks how BENESCH liked the meeting, SMITH also asked what
J YMAN'S reaction was, om0 A

At 11:40 AM MR. LaVALLE (phonetic) comes in, laVALIE had previously
called SMITH on the day before and is also believed to have been at the meeting
and probably was the cne who shouted out the fact that America First is shon
on naturalization papers., LaVALLE is retired and lives with someone in Saint
Ilouis. He pioneered in the internal combustion engine and taught at the Sweeny
School in Kansas City. He is alout seventy-one years of age and is a member
of the Spanish American War Veterans, LaVALLE explains that he wears his Ameri-
ca First button behind his lapel and has worn it ever sincs he first got it,

_SIITH.. ; '."-“’"i""j P .. ’ ',,‘ : ’
| LavAlIz Jatt about noon and shortly therearter [N

comes in, grea admires an
Commaniam, is to be noted GERALD L, K, SMITH always plays up to the
individual to whom he is talking. IP it 1s a Methodist, he shows his great

thy toward the Methodists, if it is e person who has no religion, he makes
gn{;:iﬁ{ of it, and when he sp;aks to a Catholic, he brings out all his sympathy

~15 =

was at the meeting last Jf('c/

LaVALLE is apparently is becoming senile, but is a great friend of GERAH Lo Ko —
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with the Catholic Church. $So, with SMITH emphasized what he
had done for th tholic Church, along with 10NG, in Louisiana, He
told#hm he got 1nto the fisld in which he is now working and
sald he decided that "the Jews would not keep me down." He told the story
that he had seen Archbishop HAYES in New York regarding Communism and had =
told the Archbishop that he knew what was going on in Mexico regarding the
plans to persecute the church and alsc knew sbout the Spenish situation.
SMITH asked the Archbishop for an jnte understanding of his work, and
the Archbishop turned him over w He claims that he owes much
of his knowledge of MChristian osophy as it relates to politicam t.o_
in New York was ssaigned to SMITH to aesist him.

SMITH continues his story that after spending some time in New York,
he deliberated as to where 1t would be best to expand his activities, and he
decided on Detroit, Michigan. He began broadcasting in that city, pointing
out the Communist threat to this country. He pointed out that at that time .
he had had the support of the wealthy men who were afraid the Commnists would

take their money. said he knows & man like ¢ Louis;
namely, MARTIN FEDERER, who was at the meeting last night. ap-
parently knows FEDERER cuite well and describes him as a miser, again

continues his story, saying that when the war came on, these fellows (the manu-
facturers) got govermnment contracts, and it was necessary for him to change the
emphasis, SMITH brings out that he contacted General WOOD and others in the
America First Committee about the units in Ohioc, etc. SUITH sald that after we
got into the war, some people deserted him.

, advised that he is acquainted with two Catholic Churches
in Detro ie pastor at one, andm is at the others
SNITH points out vna office manager in Det is a devout

Catholic, and SMITH thinks very highly of him. SHITH also mentions that they
were the guests at breakfast of someone by the name of O'BRIEN. He clalims that
he is a good friend of JOHN McGILL, head of the Enights of Columbus. SMITH told
of hearing a Father TERRELL, who spent some time in Spain and came back to the
United States, tell of his experiences, and SWMITH was so impressed wiih his sloiy,
he devoted an entire radio addresa to ity whereupon tha ®Jewish Geatapo of chi-
cego took him to task. .

e . PP S

At 1:05 Al there was &an incoming telephone call frod a msn named JOHN
__- _of the "Times" magazine who conversed with SMITH for about {twentiy minutes.
MRS, SMITH, who first answersd the telephone, said he had a couple of guestions

|to ask SMITH, L _
‘ :A.A ..Al-\a_ n-\rnd h*m
Wi Wil bkt

e -

SMITH comtinued his conversatlo &
how he gets along with DR, MAIER, who is "working up our alley,” SMITH said that
VAIER!'S personal secretary came to him last night after the meeting with some
message from MAIFR,
- 15 =
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_ : SMITH tells of having s meeting in Buffalo, New York, where he had a
Father O'BRIEN on the platthrm and also mentioned that he has besen st Father
O'BRIEN!S church. He also subaitted a manuscript to Father O!BRIEN which

SMITH submittsd 1o an sditor of one of the newspapers, who had called his speech
seditious, He forced this editor to retract this statement. SUITH thinks
highly of the "Buffalo News.® :

SMITH believes that WINCHELL and men like him belp their movement,
because the people know what type of an individusl WINCHELL is, He claims
that WINCHELL got his first automobile from DUTCH SCHULZ, a notorious gangs-
ter, and from this beginning of association with hoodlums, he became a per-
sonal aid to the President of the United States as s naval officer, MRS.

QUTTH anmmarntad that NPT QAUTITY had kaam o2 Tomen accmbodbid am ba &bk BAAST
MELLL VWIRWRIIEVYW TGV MViWI OVRVLG HeUW UOEH 8 481 KS CUNVLIOUMWEY wvU uiie A~

VELT campaign. - . : 3

SMITH said "Comminista are wrecking the Christian Churches from with~-
ine—the Jewish Fifth Column,® SMITH believes that the Jew in Russia now has
lots of money, because ROOSEVELT is giving so much of the money awaye

SUITH believes that the people in Saint Louls want to be anti-New
Desal W‘b their three newspapers are all New Deal papers. He

talla ¥ tha attonlr socinet him he tha Tatarans oraun in Coind
a® av SERIALINSY AL By VAl Yovelahne gaeup il oflllv

Louis and that tﬂis is Jewish strategy, SMITH also says "Is it not diabolical
how WINCHELL ie trying to get us into war with Argentina®™ SMITH also enters
into an anti-Mason tyrade, and tells of their sinister influence against him

in Michigan, : : o R

SMITH said that in 1635, when he was in Saint Louis, representativea
of the Friends of New Germany ceme to him and told him that their organization

had found that LONG'S assassination had been planned in Vienna by the Jews,
SUTTU f4iurad st that time that thev were fanatics. and then when he want hack

WMALALIL RAKW WA BV Wil W waay - L W 3 a2 ran et T -

to Louisiana, he did find out that HUEY LONG!S assassinators had some Vienna
contacts, and he now believes that those men of the Friends of New Germany were

L.

L At 2:05 PM some men came to the door and said that they were radis
" men, They wanted to check SMITH'S radio as there was a sh the line, SMITH
told them to come back tomorrow, SMITH then told hat there was

termined looking man at the door with pliers 4n his hand, and that this ie '
f 932?.,.1 :.... that tha ?nu-..-r_-lantdp. hava gf checking up on :hig, The details

& UYFlUad WAy iy VUE LUTUOVLERVYE T st w Ve WS

of this conversation are not available, but SMITH said that he had good luck
at Statler Hotels, and that they pritect him against that sort of thing,

N\ At 2:20 A N
‘ ﬁo was a voluntﬁw the America First UOmm:Lt.T-ee'I and
came to
inquiry about SMITH'S aganization and algo showed some dou L out_LOHBECK,
* - 17 - _.’J-“IL)'{-,A_L f':_/
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However, SUITH reassured thea that he was quite all right. These women ex-
plained that they were very enthusiastic workers of the America First Com-
mittes, and one of them took care of the files and mail. SMITH explained his

organization, saying that their work had been one-half above and one-half
underground., His organization did not elect officers, bscsuse if they did -

. N =t e LT L e W W W i WA S Wy AW ARAR MW Wiy WL

80, these persons would be heckled, and one of the officials might even go
over to the "enemy." He explained that the admission cards to the meetings
have a code number on them, and these. cards are tabulated in Detroit to de-
termine which of the volunteers has been aost productive, He also said that
he has his volunteers fill out some questionnaire so that his operators can
check on the background of the individual, :

These women were very anxious to find out more about the organiza-
tion, and SKITH told them there were no powers behind him; that he was the

leader of the movement and that everything was above board, and that it would
not be like the America First Committee which was filled with stuffed shirts,

One of the women asked SMITH whether hes had seen LINDBERGH, and he
told her #Yes, and he becks our idea,™ She claims to personally know LIND-
BERGH and does not feel that he would want any public office and does not
want to campalgn for him because of this, SMITH answered that he mentioned
LINDBERGH in his speech the night before just to use his name as a sample.
These women; although they were for WILIXTE in the last slection, are present-

=245 —-—v--i SETST NS0T TeTwg L= e --w-—-—-i - ——

1y very mich anti-WILLXIE, The women asked SMITH who he thought would be a
good candidate, and he said that he was not a BRICKER mah, but that BRICKER
seamed to be making some headway, He believed that McCORMICK would not want

to be President and wanted his name to be used just as a "nice gesture.,"

SMITH is not for DEWEY, becauss he is tired of being ruled by New York State
and feels that DEWEY did HAMILTON FISH a terrible injustice. Both of these
women agree with thise The women asked SMITH what he thought of NORMAN THCMAS
and he advised that he considers him an intellectual-—an 0ld man, L

SMITH agreed with the women that if they had to choose between WILL~
KIE and ROOSEVELT, he would vote for NORMAN THOMAS. One of these wamen ex~ .
plained that she was asiing all of these questions, because her husband was— =
very much interested, IR ' St oo ‘

The conversation touched on an individual by the name of KLEIN, an
attorney for Colonel SANCTUARY, who has been indicted for sedition. SMITH ask-
ed who is the best congressman in this district, and the women advised that
PLOBSFR was, explaining that they are better acguainted with him than the others

& AN EAILEY "P-, e, _—— = wsa

because he is their congressman,

These women know the DeNOOR brothers and are also acquainted with
MARTIN FEDERER.

- 18 =



Saint Louis File No, 100~6013

_ lhen* gave SMITH her name, he commented that some people

think that everyone such a name (German name) should be liquidated, These

women also furnished SMITH with a written list of names and said that an es-

pomd.ally good worker was who resides on Copelin Avenue in Saint
s ,

SMITH advised that he does not expect nmch from prominent pggplgi
a.nd this is one of the reasons why the Anerica First COnInittae did not make a
success, He advised that he had GEORGE GEBHARDT on the platform, in order to
show them that he did not want stuffed shirts but was meking an appeal to the

ordinary working class,

: SMITH said that HENRY FORD is an admirer of his and told a story
about FORD'S secretary, uhose name is possibly STUART ( ?), asking SMITH to drop

bye

' SHITH continued telling thsse women about hie organization and said
he is against having volunteers doing his regular work because under the guise
of volunteers the Menemy comes in and reads his mail, etc.® SMITH advised that
he sends out f{rom 8,000 to 10,000 pieces of literature every day, and that each
piece discloses something against the New Deal, He advised that he is always

etting new names,
& & N irg al Al
He explained to the womén how LOHBECK had been selected, and said that
a newspaper reporter, who had been a member of the America First Committee, had
0,E,'d LOHBECK {this is probably McCULLOUGH),

SMITH alsc told the women about how he gets expenses, in that the
humble people send in their dollars and cents, At this point, one of the women
advise that the German Consul in Saint Louis had sent money to the America First
Committee {some mention may have been made about SCHNEIDER of the German Embassy

- coming to America First Committes meetings), Both of these women said that it
would have caused them very much trouble had it bocune known that the German Con-
sul was sending the money, :

These women left about three ofclock, and_)_!ARTIN F'H)ERER RDIBERT
GIIMAN SMITH, and DONALD LOHBECK come in, FEDERER explains th
told him to come and also explains that he is a good friend of or .

" Mention is made that CLARK is an admirer of HUEY LONG, SMITH tells a rather
long story of himself testifylng before the Lend lease hearing in Washington,

. DeCe He explained how he was not harrassed by the Chairsan of this lend Lease
hearing, CONNALLY, because he had something on CONNALLY.

’ Mention is made of PAUL ANDERSON, who lost his radio station becauss
he drank heavily, The conversation indicated that SMITH is acquainted with
-at Shreveport, Louisisna, This person is also possibly known by FEDERER.

v
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FEDERER mentioned that he saw JOE FORSHAW, former head of the Ameri-
ca First Committee, a few days ago, who has some lawsuit on his hands, and ’
LOHBECK comments that he is definitely against FORSHAW, ' T

S SMITH says that he will run an article by CHANNING POLLACK, *We -
- Flanned It That Way,® which some magazine was afraid to publish, .

_— g AL L ;. : R

JF. 61 57, FEDERER. and LOHRECK Apparently were co-workers in the America First
Committed, and they talk about old times. FEDERER was also anxious to find
out what SMITH has in mind, and what his object is, inasmich as he was great—
1y disappointed in the America First Committee.

SMITH says his purposes are as follows: {1} Convince the people
that someone can get up and tell the truth. He believes that the people gave
up, and that he can encourage these people {2) Crusade in journalism as every-
one has stopped publishing, but he has started putting out his magazine. {3) To
emphasize the truths, stating that there were some people who did not want to
turn the country over to the British ar the Communists. (4) Lay the foundation
for an insurgent party ®who have the guts to put an ultimatum before the Rep-
ublican Party.® In this regard SMITH advised that strategists of the Republi-
can Party have come to him and begged him not to go too far with his movement
and assured him that they were going to nominate a good man., SMITH advised
that he does not want to split the Republican Party (5) To endorse the Republi-
can candidates in other offices, hoping to place Republicans in local and nation-
al jobs, o o R

SMITH also explained that if they are betrayed by the Republican
Party (meaning if WILIXIE is nominated), they will form the America First Party
and work for 1948, P . .

REMBERT GILMAN SMITH apparently MR, RAY, the Editor of the "Globe
Democrat,® this sorning and told GERALD L. K. SMITH that RAY was all for SMITH.
However, it was brought out that RAY, himself, had not said very much, but had
just agresd with some of the things that R, G, SMITH had said. _

The grou‘p discusses the coming elections and mention is made that
KENNEDY 45 a personal friend of BURTON WHEELER, SMITH says that WHEELER told
him all about KENNEDY, FEDERER mentions a man by the name of SEYFRIED, who s . ..
an American Legion man, and says that he was at the meeting last night. LOHBECK
comnents that SEYFRIED ie anti-British and anti-ROOSEVELT., FEDERER mentions
that FARHARDT was a trouble maker, This fellow is also possibly a Legionnalre,
LOHBECK says that O, K. ARMSTRONG was an organiser for VERN MARSHALL. LOHBECK
also mentions BILL SCULLY, the oil man of Oklahoma, and PHILLIPS, the oil man
from Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and the name ARTUNO is aleo mentioned, LOHBECK
and FEDERER belisve that it would be well for them to get together to think up
all the names of the individuals who were formerly sympathetic with their move-

ment,

LOHBECK brings up the point of possibly have an intermediary meeting
-20 -
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someplace in SOuth Saint Louis, posaibJJ for about 1,500 peopla, and they
na.y possibly use Triangle Park.

: SMITH comments about. JOSEPH SHANE, and LOHBECK says that he is a
good man., SMITH explains that SHANK, because of his job at the City Hall,
cannot actively support the America First Party, and suggests that there be
formed the Independent Republicans. . ——

FEDERER claims close friendship with WALTER PLOESER, and says that
PLOESFR has changed scmewhat and he does not want to do anything that will
prejudice his political future,

o SMITH states that DEWEY spoke in favor of him (SMITH) before Pearl
Harbor, He belleves that he has the balance of power in two states which are
needed for success in a national election., He also mentions the names, NOR-
MAN BEAL, FRANK GANNEIT, and SAM « He mentioned these individuals as lik-

ing then, ‘
' ﬁ’(,'.ﬁ-f al Vi / )

SKITH says "the government 1s not worth a damn. We'll have to build
an entire new government on men like LOHBECK. We'll make it that LOHBECK will
be better known than FLOESER. If we had a thousand preachers like Prsacher
SMITH here and a thousand prieats like Father GRIFFIN, we would be able to ac-
compiish our purposes, The best man in the United States Senate is GERALD
NYE. I love NYE. We have exchanged ma.tw long, personal letters.,®

SMITH tells of a meeting which he had arranged for NYE under t.he
neme, vIndependent Republicans,” in Ohio. However, the head of the National
- Republican Commnittee in North Dakota is a Jew by the name of STERN, and pres-
SIE sure was brought to bear upon NYE, so that he had to call off this meeting,

Regarding the building up of the government on men like LOHBECK,

OUTT] hae od - mad ue dlmnn alohimabiud An fhiw an ta haw naw arcaalrames and oo
Omiill DG5S av VATriOus vilied iaollavea Ol wilis 848 vl GOW Nicw PUANGI O Gl Wew

leaders must be built up .from the ordinary men in their movement, SMITH also
said that they would have to form Veterans Committees, in order to ®catch them
as they coms out of the service.¥ He said fwe must bulld the leaders out of
the 20il%, -SMITH explained that RAY DANIELS of the "New York Times,® lLondon
Department, had told him when he was interviewed that the men who are in the
arny in England are very discoura.ged a.nd that all of them would join the Ameri-
ca First Committes,

SUTM avrlainad haw TADT QAOIMTHARD {a trvine to nm+ RMISH HOIT to make
QELLI CANLGLIG LIWR LR VWAL LT We g aieny B -

speeches for him, but HOLT has not agreed to this to dat.e. SMITH believes that
the most courageous men are HOFFMAN, , REYNOLDS, and NYE,

FEDERFR recommends that SMITH see DeMOOR of the Social Justice move~
ment, and calls him on the telephone and arranges for DeMOOR to come down to the

hotel in the evening. L
- 2 L
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At about 4:45 PM, SMITH and LOHBECK leave, and FEDERER and R, G.
SMITH continue their talking. Both of the men are greatly impressed with SWITH

P T Ty . 2a R 'y

and both men feel that the United States had to get into the war when it was
attacked, but they feel that if a different policy had been followed before -
the war, it would have kept the United States out, and the Japanese would not - -
have attacked us, FEDERER explained that he had worked for ROOSEVELT'S elec~ ..
tion in 1932 and 1936, but now gets sick of hearing hia na.m. rmmm, by hin :
remarks, showed an absorbing hatred for ROOSEVELT, ' ‘

At 5:00 PM, MARTIN FEDERER leaves, and JOSEPH I'. KOESTERS cones ine
There is general anti—ROOSEVELT‘tm “and anti-Adminlstration and anti=-Jewish
talk; and KOESTERS is of the opinion that ROOSEVELT has a devilts influence on
/ ( this country,. ¢
- Shortly thereafter LOHBECK and SMITH return, and KOESTERS says that
everyone said the meeting was ®wonderful.® KOESTERS and LOHBECK start talking
about the draft, and KOESTERS tells LOHBECK "you are within the law; everything
has been done leg

He explains that he him.self, was reject.ed because of
high blocd pressure . .b T

. KOESTERS tells SMITH that it was a district zone air raid warden who
took SMITH from the meeting to his hotel, and that newspaper men took a picture
of the automobile, He said this man had talked sbout the meeting all the way

home (this man 1— ‘ : b7

They all seem quite satisfied with the meeting, and SMITH explains
that meetings are more difficult now than in the America First Committee days,
becauss of (1) coercion and intimidation {(2) tra.naportation (3) night ahifte and
occupations, - . :

During general conversation about their "enemies,® KOESTERS makes
the remark, *all those war mongers.” KOESTERS heard from a friend of his that
Mayor KAUFFMAN was at the meeting. 4 friend of KOESTERS by the name of FOLLITO,
who is belisved to have a job at the City Hall, told the mayor about the meet~
ing. POLLITO seemed to be enthusiastic about it., IORBECK said that two men
came to him and said "don't. let Sl[ITH got a.wa,y fro- t.he Republican Party. T
. The conversation anong this group eontinuea, and &IITH'S conmnt. '

1s "Sell the bonds to all the shesnies and then repudiate the dobt..' It 11

SMITH'S idea that we should reach out and take all t.np British Islands in the
ceribbea.n on the theory of nislands for debts. : _

e'.

SMITH haa been very interested du.rin.g his stay .‘..n Saint Iouis to
ascertain the percentage of Jews and percentage of Germans living here. He aak-
ed if all the Germans are anti-Jewish, He gets no definite amwer from any of
the people to whom he talks, but LOHBECK comments that the Jews around here have

u22-
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bean the obnoxious type, and that we also have refugees. KOESTERS

. tells the story of a fellow by the name o (?), who worked for
the "Post Dispatch® and was a Bund member, went out with hix 2
nunber of times and believes that he was a Jowish refugee. In their further
comments about the Jews, SMITH says that CLIFTON FADAMAN of ®Information
Flease" has advocated the liquidation of the German race, and LOHBECK in a -
choked voice also quotes FADAMAN as saying "we must lsarn to hate the German
race,” . ' : ' e

SMITH comments "they are a bunch of criminals, but I think there
are some good Jews,” KOESTERS says "very few,® and SNITH replies, "Yes, thatls
right, They all stick up for each other, Even the good Jews will stick up
for the other Jews,® He also says "I{ I call one Jew a Jew bastard, they call
me anti-Semitic,"

KOESTERS tells the story of a friend of his who is a bricklayer
from the 0ld Country. (This is possibly one of the air raid wardens who works
with KOESTERS). XOESTERS speaks in a slurring manner of faellows who are en-

thusiastically trying to get into the army and navy and tells the story of
ong young fellow he knows who was all enthused in getting into the navy, and
now&hat he has been in it, does not like it very much. He also tells o£_-

whr had €0 o Amtba tha awne althmiolh ha woe wawsr: miiah AnrAasas
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KOESTERS and this fel-

They mention the fact that SCHNEIDER of the German Consulate came
to America First meetings and enjoyed hearing what wes going on, This conver-
sation has been on the topic of German pecple, and SMITH asks at this point
"when we were at peace, was it any worse to be a friend of the German Consul
than the British Consul?®

'({-;ﬁj,ééi [ LOHBECK explains that the former sympattizers of the America First
Committee were completely cut off from other parts of the country until SMITH
came along, and the publicity has worked out fine, inasmuch as it has consoli~
dated the people, and they now can again work for the cause, SMITH says "the
word Fascist is innocucus—it means nothing.,® SMITH then tells of a boy who
was a senior in high school, but says that he does not want to mention his name
as there might be some apparatus about, who sent the president some hot letter
ealling it a Jew Deal, etc., and also commenting about going into the war, He

. sent SMITH a copy of his letter. SMITH reprimanded the boy for having witten

" this letter., He said that the boy had written to the president that he was
going to war, but when he camz back he was going to jam a red hot poker down
his throat., Within ten days the federal authorities had indicted this boy, and
the community, which is apparently eclose to Detroit, congratulated the young
fellow and made a hero of hims The United States Commissioner told the young
fellow to go into the army, SMITH has now gotten letters from the boy saying

- 2_3 -
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that he is working for a screwball, a major in the army, who was formerly a
newspaper man, and is always wanting to make a deadline, He says that this
major is "hep on charts® and is always diegnosing things, The young fellow
says it is like working in a bug house as they have a deadline every day and
are not getting any placs, - - ‘, C L -

et pd, .--" Co
SMITH turns Yo KOESTERS . and says "I look
upon you, JOE, as one of our pillars. ere 1s nO one dehind the scenes in
this movement. There are no stuffed shirts.® KOESTERS says that a brother,
who 1s a bachelor, and the sister,who ies an old maid, of JOSEPH T, SCHROEDER,
who once ran for Congress and is now dead, were at the meeting last night,
They live at 44—~ Clamerack (phonetic) Drive. He knew that they hated the
administration, so he sent them an invitation card. After the meeting, MR.
SCHROEDER ceme to KOESTERS and shook his hand, saying, "we cannot

b7

enough for sending that card,” KOESTERS also ex d that
wants one of the Jones bookss He sxplains that organized A1l 01 ihe

alr rald wardens in the whole district, and both he and SMITH agree that he
must have some organizational ability and it would be well to work him into
their organization, :

v They get on the subject of the draft, and XOESTERS again tells that
he was turned down because of high blood pressure, At this point, MRS. LOH-
BECK asks, "don't you want to fight for FRANKIE?® KOESTERS answered that he
never was for this mess and feels that it could have been avcided, but it was
those in Washington who got ua into it,

They all sit around and admire GERAID L, K, SMITH, including SMITH,
himself, and he tells thez how he handles hecKlers and has never been out-smart-
ed, He tells again of up and coming orators such as HARVEY SPRINGER, who was
a former Communist, but who was converted to Christianity, He also mentions
a man by the name of MATT, or MATH, who was a Commander of an American Legion
Post at Pittsburgh, and who has been in Chicago and Detroit to spesk, He con-
siders DERM SMITH as another good speaker who talks on the science of empire
building, . '

: KOESTERS advises that the Social Justice group in Saint Louls is made
up of only about eighteen to twenty members who are religious fanatics, KOES-
L TERS tells of the PBI investigating the DeMOORS, and says that they are now
N - scared to do anything, . S N R

They a1l leave at eight o'clock, SMITH returns at 9:20 B, and FRAN-
C1S DeMOOR is waiting for him., DeMOOR apparently is acquainted with EARL
SOUTHARD whom DeMOOR has heard of through some Franciscan Monk, DeMOCR asks
SMITH if he has checked the suite for any hearing devices behind cu‘x"ia:’}ﬁs, ete,.,
as some detective in Chicago whom he knows told him all about those thingss
SMITH says "I don't care, Last night I spoke for two hours on what I think,
and in my two years of using the Statler Hotels, I have never had a ak from
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any conference.,® He expleined that if it got out that the Statler permitted

. this, it would ruin their business. DeMOOR tells SMITH about his experience

4 l with the FBI and advised that he was grilled one day froam nine ofclock in the
morning until three ofclock in the afternoon (this is correct). ‘

\ _ o
At this point SMITH asked with much interest whether the FBI had
asiced DeMOOR sbout his attitude toward thé Jews, and DeMOOR said, ®No, they
didn!t mention Jews.® . BN
/7\ . 4

7/ LAAA DeMOOR asks SHITH what he knows about LOHBECK, SHITH replied

~/“that-weThiad incuired concerning him and everything sessd-to be all right.

! He explained that since Pearl Harbor, he judges people who approach him re-
garding his movement in the following categories: (1) whether they represent
some newspaper (2) whether they represent the sheenies, Communists, or the
New Deal (3) which is divided into two categories; one, screwballs, and two,
sincere individuals,

Commenting about LOHBECK'S conscientious objection status, SMITH

N

says ®"it takes guts to be a conucientio\)\objector.'

\

Some mention is made of JOSEFH BY JOHNSON, who writes direcily to
the President, This is possibly a priesty '

DeMOCR advised that the Social Justice Club has about 100 members
and explains that they collected money for the Christian Fronters (these men
were indicted in New York for treason),

DeMOCR asked SMITH what he knows about the British--Israel—World-—
Federation, and SMITH goes into the story about Jewish control, SMITH in-
quires of DeMOOR as to who gave him the world federation idea, and he axplains
that about 40 women went to Washington, D. C. to fight against Lend Lease and
a MRS, BALDWIN gave them lots of material on the world government idea. De-
MOOR asked SMITH whether he knew MRS. BALDWIN, and he quickly answered *Oh,
yes.® SMITH commented that he thought she was anti-Catholic. She belittles

the ~pops, and says that the pope is half Jewish, -

SMITH plays up the sympathies which he has with the Catholic Church
and how they have such a mutual feeling in being anti-Communistic. He explaine

Al i AL L e sy e Al b ned dha Tubhanane awa Anines a onnd 4ah Iin fichting
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the Communists and makes mention of "fellows like MAIER.,® DeMOOR says that
. he is a very good friend or_ whom he thinks to be very intellec-

DeMOOR pemsrks that he understands that the Japanese atrocities story

is not true, and that the Japanese are not as barbaric as it is said t.!_wey are,
SMTTH says that the Jews are in bad, because not only are they not Christian
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but they are anti=Christian,

SMITH esked DeMOOR “have you had any contact with MRS, LOWELL?* |
DeMOOR advised that he had not, inasmich as he had not gone to Washington,
. D. C, at the time the mothera went. there t.o protest against Lend Lsase. .

: SHITH sxplains to DeHOOR, a.ﬂ.er DalOOR had told him tha.t the So-
cial Justice Club ha.d 20,000 members in the 12th Gongrassiona.l Dist.rict,
that the old way of 6?3&:‘:5.?.:1‘13 no longer works, He explained his way where~
by no committees are publicized which can be investigated by the Communists,
any Bureaus, or the FBI, SMITH claims that it works because he, SMITH, is the

only one still going., All others are out, -

At 10:30 H,M who are friends of MRS. SMITH,
come into the room, an es into the back room. The confiden~-
tial information could not furnish information concerm.ng the end of this
conversation,.

is a Methodist preacher a.nd lives in Webster Groves, MR, -
and MRS, SMITH had been uncertain as to what the political beliefs of the
ware prior to their meeting, and it proves tha is very
friendly with Governor DONNELL of Missouri, who is also from Webster Groves.

When SMITH starts tellingmout the Republican leaders
in Saint Loulis who have come and ask not to start an insurgent party,
asks "who are these Republican individuals who have contacted you?¥

SMITH answersd *I know MR, QUEENY." (QUEENY is head of the Monsanto Chemi-

cal Company). However, SMITH did not ernumerate any others. (This appears to
be a bold faced lie, because there has been no indication that any Republican
leaders have contacted him},

T tells the [P svout his being catapulted to international
prominence through the assassination of LONG, and how he has been persecuted
by various investigations wluch were ordered by President ROOSEVELT.

‘ .w—are acquainted with _ a Southorn
Methodist in § ﬁeve rt, and “the SMITHS say that he is a goﬁ friend of t.heirs
also. - o

: SIITH tells the q:he story of his aasociat.ion with HUEI LONG
and the details of LONG'S assassination inting out how the assassinetion was
plotted by the ROOSEVELT cliqne.#semd to be interested in SMITH'S
talk and made one comment as to S S energy and courage in carrying on, and
SMITH said ®"when you run into & propagandist, bhe never quit.so

At 12:20 Au, February 18, 1944, VNN 1=ve, 22 SuIT
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warns them that should newspaper men stop to quest.:l.on them, they ahould tell
thea that they are old friends of MRS, SMITHs = Lo

, attor the [EIRR -uve, SIITH comnents to MRS, SMITH that he 27
thinka that they are on his side, and MRS, SMITH says *he was on our side to -

start with, but she is different. She never uaa.-..' The end of this conver-

.ation was not available, ... . e ' : '

kA,_,« - e

Shortly thereafter the a(rras retire for the night,

IVe Activities of mw L, X, SMITH in Saint Lw.i.c
on February i!: T0LE

At 8:30 AM, MR, and MRS, SMITH were up, and at about 10:00 AM, DON-
ALD LOHBECK came to the hotel room, SMITH accompanied LOHBECK donnstairs
whera they spent their time talking and havlng breakfast, ‘

REMBERT GILMAK SUITH came to the room, however, Subject SMITH was
gone, The old preacher commented "me are in a desperate fight," and MRS. SUITH
agrees with hia, , ,

At about 11:00 AM, SMITH and LOHBECK came back and were talking about
renting the opera house in the Municipal Auditorium for March 30, 1944, SMITH
comrented to MRS, SMITH that they had been playing "fox and geese" with Gover-
nor SALTONSTALL of Massachusetts who happened to be visiting in Saint Louis, He

said "we had DON calling him out.* (There was no meeting between SALTONSTALL

SMI'I’H aaid that they night- make this coming meeting their Midwest Con-
ference and Rally, and LOHBECK advised that they have lots of contacts in the
neighborhood of fifty to seventy-five miles, It is possible that SMITH at this
point of the conversation made some mention of wanting to contact DR, MATER,
However, this i= not certaina. SMITH continued giving LOHBECK a pep talk and

© glorifying their placs end position in relatiop to the upbuilding of the United

" Midwest Conference and Rally-—

Statee, and SMITH compared nlmaelr and I.DHBELJ& with ihe -nuwm men ©f the

roA

SHITH outlinea the advortiaing for the eming neeting sffoIl'ows:
srica First Party--National Leaders to be
“of Chicago, MRS, - m,
L. K, S¥ITH——=In Kiel Auditorium ra House; Director, ; Chairman
of Committee on Arrangements, JOEXFOESTERS-—A local comnittee of 500 has been
formed, SMITH told LOHBECK to gefN that to the United Fress which snaps up

everything on him, and also to the T.N.3.

present including Captain EARL

Shortly after 11:00 AM, the SMITHS leave, along with LOHBECK, to
catch the train for Chicagoe. 27 -
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Y. l"urther Details condae

. ".," LT

T Infomt.ion was received that the audiemo wac general],y made up ' !
. . ot older people, and there were a number of people thers who spoke with a Ger-
man accent and were of German extraction, Agent dvised that he
heard one woman say that SMITH "sounded just like der r.® Hes further
advised that one of the women who got up and announced she had a son and two
nephewa in the armyws a MRS, MACKEY (phonetie). e NG

. advised that he sat next tol}
h.!.l that

8d y two nomen, “one of whom was olderly, ‘and these -
It also came to
ho has a son,

nnnnn

. "‘;5"\ w3l

advised & o observed an indj.ridml -ho- _b?{,
wu t.aking notes

. Special Agent
_ . he later identified to be
PR speech and also made it a

- 28 =
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The various material paased out at this meeting is as folloms:
’1) ‘pie: of *The Cross and the r.w-s. . ; f - ’
2; Petition to Congress in behalf of war veteranss -~ . - - ]
‘{3) Copy of RAY TUCKER'S article about SMITH, - o
- 4) Envelopes of the America First Party in which = -
P donations were collected., These envelopes had - .
, = " space where the individual could show how many . . . -
pon L -~ dollars he wanted to give every month to help - ] '
- R ‘ carry on the organization activitles necessary . .= - .. = . .
to the founding of the America First Party and ° -
alsc space for the individual's nage, address,

and telephone numbers
(5) Remsrks of BURTON K. WHEELER of Montana entitled
"The Balance of Power in Europe," as presented to
to the United Stztes Senate ll-16-43. This was
printed by the U,S. Govt. Printing Office in Washington,
but is shown ®"not printed at government expense.
- 29 -
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¥I. Miscellansous

Inasmuch as SMITH had announced that he ‘intended to ask for the
opera house for March 30, 1944, ISAAC HEDGES, Chairman of the Municipal
Auditorium Commission, held a hearing on the application of GERAID L, K.
SMITH'S America First Party for the use of the auditorium and invited the .
Velerans organizations to attend, Protests against renting the auditorium
to SMITH and his Party were presented by PETER MIRAVALLE, Chairman of the
Post Commanders Conference, American Legion; NEAL CAPAIDO, Chairman of the
Americanian Committee, American Legion; FRED EMIG, Americanisa Chairman,
Veterans of Forelgn Wars; MORRIS STONE, Jewish War Veterans, and HUBERT
BENJAMIN, State Secretary of the Communist Party. The commission, however,
permitted SMITH the use of the auditorium, pointing out that the local
sponsors are citizens of Saint Louls and therefore entitled to the use of
the public facilities of the city, .

There is some indication that the opera house will not be availsble
for March 30, however, the conventionlmll is avallable on that dates

Tt has been determiped that the man named-mentloned in the \!976/

report of Special Agent Saint Louis, dated January 28, 1944,
as a man interested in ra stations, is the owner of a radio
station in Grand Rapids, Michigane

ENCLOSURES To the Bureav......{l) Lo of surveillance maintained
) n GERALD L, K. SMITH, Pebruary
' 17”‘19, 1944, in St. Louis
To Detroitsseesesss(l) Mimeographed letter dated Febe
ruary 19, 19M, on atationery
01 NIIBI'JJ.-“ l'-l-(ﬁi _IGLPJ ﬂ-lnl\-l Da.sa.;"
ed by DONALD IOHBECK, Temporary
Chairman, Saint Louls Committee,
(2) Handbill advertising SMITH!S
: : speech in St. Louis on February
' : - : 17, 1944
: ' (3) Petition to Congress in behalt
o T of war veterans,
P : . (&) Collection envelope used by
x .- QUTITH at hias maeti ngs. .
(5) Copy of log of surveillance
" maintained on GERALB L, K. SMITH,
Febrw 17, 18’ 19, 1941‘, in st.
ml.

PENDING
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS

v THE DETROIT FIELD DIVISION

AT DETROIT, MICHIGAM

Will furnish the Saint louis Field Office with a list of the in~ .
dividuals in the Saint Louis district and vicinity who eubacribe to SMITH?'S
#The Cross and the Flag,® or individuals in this area to whom he sends his
material, if such a list is available.

file of the Detroit Office to determine the iden-

tity of from whom McCULLOUGH, the "Post Dispatch®™ reporter,

out HARVEY SPRINGER of Detroite It may be possible that L)
was furnishing McCULLOUGH what he thought was confidential informa-

out SPRINGER, and McCULLOUGH, in turn, has passed it on to SMITH, .

THE SAINT LOUIS FIFID DIVISION

AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI

Ny
AN

* Will ascertain whether
was contacted by SMITH, or whetiher it wag
all,

. DONALD LOHBECK who made

Will keep in touch with the developments of this movement in Saint
Iouis and the individuals connected with it.

Will conduct an investigation regarding all of the individuals men-
tioned in the Saint Louis reports in this file and correlate the information
in the individual files of the various subjects,

Will determine from ONI just wha'b investigation they are conducting
in this case, especially as t¢ any contact they may have had with the "Post
Dispatch® reporter, McCULLOUGH, and whether they are using him as an informant.

AxE ,

One copy of this report is being sent to the Oklahoma City Field Divis-
fon for information, inasauch as REMBFRT GIIMAN SMITH, who has contacted Sub-
Ject SMITH, claims his permanent residence is Tulsa,Oklshoms, and also the fact
that GERAID L, K. SUITH is sending large quantities of his material to a Preach~
er WEBER, who broadcasts from radio stationa in Oklahoma and is k:nonn as the
“Radio Minister of the Southwest.®

-31 -
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W is a recording of the entire meeting on
February 17, s WOiC through the amplifying system of the
7. "7 Munieipal Auditorium by Special Lgentﬂ R

U e b

u
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On 1/31/44 at the Franklin Auditorium,
Cleveland, Ohio SWITH addressed 500 persons,
SMITH attacked the present administration
and President ROCSEVELT for the attempt to

gain control of U.S. and all its citizens,
Attacked the Labor Draft Rill. Good Neighbor

AV A LA TA Y LAsay WVWL STV LpRGAWWA

Pclicy, and Immigration policies. SVMITH
introduced a plan to pay the soldiers one

~ thousand d%rs mestering—ocut pay, Speaker,.
¥rs, JOS CHARD, talked on Russia and
Communism &nd drew a comparison between

Russia and. the United States at the present
time, S

"'RUG- 'c-'-fnn-‘_' _.M""— . T s

(Bureau File #62-43818) o “h%&,

. Ietter from Detroit dated January’ 26, 1944. %

At 8:00 p.m. on January 31, 1944 GERALD —-S
L.X, SCH/IDT, National D:Lrector of the American -
First Party addressed an audience of approxi- = =~

mately 500 persons at the Franklin Auditorium . .-
at 2515 Franklin Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, To

gain admission to the hall it was necessary . -

to present & card of admission, On the

platform in ad}tion to SNITH was Mrs, .- e e

JOSIPH RICHARD 02 Chicago, “Illinois. o

&,
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Assemblage in the sincing of the National Anthem and in the recitation of

the lord's Prayer. SNMITH took the rostrum first and began his remarks with an
attack on ROOSEVELT, stating that it was his, SMITH's, greatest desire to

see a president in the White House that wbuld place ™America Firsi™ in his
thoughts, aims, and efforts in the same manner that CHURCHILL puts England
first, He stated that it was high time that the old "Roosevelt Dynasty"

be retired from public life as they have reached the point where they thought
that anyone who criticized the ROOSEVELTS, FRANKFURTERS, and ROSENBEIRGS were
of a subversive group, He further stated that the United States is not ready
for the Gestapo yet.

S!ITH continued his attack by saying that CAESAR, NAPOLEON and.
others of their ilk had been pikers compared to the present administration
and if we do not clean house soon, that future investipations "will make
the teapot dome scandal a cold teapot®. SNITH continually referred to various
articles in his publication, "The Cross and the Flag" and read an article from
the January issue ridiculing Mrs. FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT.

was not necessary to convert ary more peovle as the had suff1cient
followers and now it was necessary to crystalize, organize, mobilize those
followers they have. At this point he read the Seven-point program of Party
Aims as set out in the January issue of the Cross and the Flag, SMVITH
stated that every individual in the United States should fight all European
Influence in our domestic affairs and that they should only obey the laws as
made by the Congress of the United States.

SYTTH attacked the Administration by stating that the Rureaucrats
were attempting to tear down the Immigration anc Naturalization Laws. He
stated that he had heard a talk by Rabbi WISE advocating the entrance of
17 million Jewish refurees into the United States. SMITH bitterly condemned
this, asserting that these Jews would absorb all the employment in the United

Q'i'n'h:c: and that the returnings veterans from ‘l"hﬂ hattle front wguld go jgb..

raoing veter
less.

T SYITH next dencunced the Labor Draft Bill 35-666 as a uselnss,
needless bill since this country was over-producing rather than facing
shortage. He stated that the intent of this bill is to subject all United
States citizens to the present administration. He stated that the labor

Draft Bill will separate husharnds from wives and mothers from children, and
that it was merely a political scheme so that the administration could control
the ballotinc of each state, He stated thzt this would bs done by transferring
groups into and out of states so that the administratior would control the

2=
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majority.

[
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not the Administration trust us? The GCovernment never requests volunteers
tut always forces us by drafts.” He stated that Canada had no conscription
and if the Administration trusted the United States Citizens we 'wovld not
need to be conscripted in this country,

SVYTTH attacked ROCSEVELT's plan of sending a blank ballot to the
soldiers, saying that it was a deliberate attempt to zet the entire vote
of the service men by not allowing them to know who the presidential

candidates were He agscused ROOSEVEIT of ha-\na tha createst damﬂgng in

TTLiT e oo |Subuoiu B wRUT v

history who was not satisfied with three terms but desired to destroy our
democracy by gaining a fourthterm,

S'TTH attacked the Pan-American pollcy, stating that the administratic
wae gouandering six million dolliars in South America in building up good=-
will, Ye further stated thet in reality this was a program in which Rockefeller
who “irects the Good-lieighbor Policy, is building up a Rockefeller business
in 8outh America at the expense of the government.

MITH stated that we were sending England money at the rate of
tvo million dollars an hour and they desire to keep MSanta Claus®; that is
they consider the defeat of ROCSEVELT in the next election a calamity,

SYIT- stated that he did not oppose thé spending of money for
military affairs but that all other spending outside of the United States
should cease and the money be used toward the rehabilitation of the returning
soldiers, :

STTH introduced the plan that all soldiers be given one thousand
dollars mustering-out pay. He passed out petitions to be completed by his
followers urging Congress to grant the returning soldiers this ampunt;“"ﬁfff#
SMITE requested contributions from his followers to aid in the circulting
of these petitions, SYITH related the following exper1ence he allegedly
had with a returning soldiers -

SIOITH stated that he had picked up & young soldier who was hitch-
hiking on the road and that this soldier had told him that he had g0ld all
cf his clothes and belongings when inducted into the Army and thazt when he
w=5 relezsed fom the army he had no clothes and was penniless and therefore
had to borrow one hundred dollars from a bank with interest to finance himself,
The soldier further stated t hat he had been requested by the med Cross t¢ send

-3 -
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his uniform back as soon as possible on his return to his home, SUITH stated
that he cited this to show how our returning soldiers were inwant while
we were sending money to South America, .

S'TTH next spoke on the book entitled, ®And so They Indicted Me®
by J. EDWARD JCNES and urged that all read this book, He defied the Presicdemt
or anyone else to ccntradict the contents of this book,

D--J.J..Ln, .d‘J.I‘L"i- }"4_3 Jcmnska, b*tterly autnC’e" WAT'I".."‘Q_ rm?CETx'ﬂ., .'v-thﬂ
he continually referred to as "walﬁiiﬁﬁnschitz“. He also atbtacked Secretary
FANK Ki'CX and Secretary HENRY STIMSON, referring to them as ®2olitical
Prostitutes™ because of their joining the present administration, SMITH
advisad the assemblage that between now and November we are fighting to
preserve our Democracy against the dictatorship we will have if ROOSEVELT
goes in for a fourth term,

SMITE further claimed that the America First Party holds the
balance of power in Indidnad, Chio, and *ichigan, and no man can win the
presidency withcut the votes of these states, SMITH stated that America
First wo:ld form a new insurgent party before it would again aceept a
"Hlkie-Roosevelt Double-cross®,

SKITH then inroduced Mrs, JOSEPH RICHARD, whose discourse was
entitled ®"Russia as I Saw It",

¥rs, RICHARD advised that she had spent four years in Russia in
the company of her hushand, who was hired by the Russian government as a
consulting engineer, Mrs, PICHARD painted & picture of great suffering and
want among the peoples of Russia. She stated that the Russian people hate
STALIN and all he stands for, but fear keeps them in control,

She adviced that the Russian Sovernment has complete control of
each citizeon and keeps in close contact with thelr every move, Shestated
that each person must heve a passport to travel from city to city and that
. in each block an individual is designated to keep account of the actions

of the persons re31ding in that block,

¥rs, RICHARD related incidents to show that whole villages world
be exiled to Siberia if they opposed the government's wishes, She stressed
the complete control the Russian Government has over its people and the
suffering forced upon the people by the government,

Mrs, RTCHARD then attempted to draw a comparison between the United
tates and Russia at the present time, She noted that it was the aim of this

-4 -
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administration was to control our citizens in the same manner as Russia,
She attempted to substantiate this comparison by citing the Rill #1161,
pertaining to Socialized Medicine, and the numerous war-time restrictions.
¥rs., RICHARD warned her listeners that Commnism was a monster that was on
our doorstep ready to devour us. OShe stated that Russia was not fighting
for the allies but for ®Mother Russia™ and as an ally PByssias should not be
trusted,

Mrs, RICHARD related a s tory concerning a soldier who had advised
her that tons of government food were wasted daily and thrown away and that
to see this sickened some of the soldiers to such a degree that they could
not eat, .

' ¥rs. RICHARD read an article from a newspaper which he attributed
to FRAMK KNOY, Secretary of the Navy, in which he stated that "The principles
of the Pussian Goverrment were repugrant to him®. The speeker stated that
this was written before KiOX had chang:d and become a Communist himself,

GFRALD L, K. SMITHE returned to the rostrum and spoke briefly con-
cerning the attack on Mrs., STAUIZY, President of the United lothers, Cleveland,
Ohio by Habbi BRICKNER. SMITH urged the audience to contribute to this
organization upon leaving the hall so that this group might continue
its outstanding work. The meeting was closed with the Pledge of Allegzjance
read by 5!ITH. During the meeting the usual collection was taken up, and
various pieces of America First literature was distributed and sold at the
meeting. N ‘ '

~REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN-

o erd
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¥ederal Burean of Enuestigation

fnited States Bepartment of Iustice

Detroit, Michigan N o |
February 4, 1944 '
\ b .
DIRECTCR, FEI ?
DECLAS SRCURIEY LG {
OOLCp ot secoter o ALL INFORMATION CONTEINED
}/r ey T SR 1< ONGLASSIFIED

Dear Sir: DATE M&BMM

This office has recently been contacted by the local
office of Naval Intelligence at Detroit, Michigan at which time the of fice
of Naval Intelligence advised that they were very interested in any in- V\
vestigation being conducted by the Detroit office relative to the above | A\
captioned Subjects. The office of Naval Intelligence has more or less lM-"\
indicated that they would appreciate receiving copies of reports in t.hisf
particular ‘matter.

This is to advise that to date no definite commitment
has been made by this office relative to the submission of copies of reports
to the office of Naval Intelligence. In this respect it 1s being ted
out at this time that sipce this office has secured the services o

d whose identity is known to you, copies o
"TEpPOrtY Nave not Deen sent to any outside agencies including the local United
States Attorney's office. Copies of reports have been marked confidential
for the reason that it was felt that if copies of the reports were furnished

to any source other than Bureau headquarters or Bureau offices there was the L’?Q
possibility of -ident.it.y being disclosed. Y

In view of the fact that has been such an extremely
valuable informant this office would apprecia vice from the Bureau relative
to the Bureau policy to be followed in connection with furnishing copies of
investigative reporis to the offices of Naval Intelligence and Nilitary
Intelligence. It would alsc be greatly appreciated that in the event the
Bureau does not see it Lo furnished coples of reports to these agencies
what policy the Bureau wishes to set down relative to the furnishing of in- </

formation secured by the Detrolt office relative to the above named Subject./’

It would be appreciated if the 'ureaq.ygulggggyiae the

Detroit office as soon as possible relative to the above, & =
Very truly _-.‘_l_?/{yz%?‘/j—- o 7 \
¥ truly yours,es__ o0 LT
v . a ] 1;‘ E '
UNITED . . ;. —II:AR 2 ‘.r':'v o lkv./
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¢ }’ . Edgsr Hoover, Direcior, Federal Bureau of Investigatiom s b
o GFRALD L. K. SMITH, with num AT L":j-'u—-: )
e THE AMERICA FIRST PARTY . . = . e AT ‘
INTERRAL SECIRITY -G .~ - - x B S
SECURITY MATTER - sEDITION . . v Lo gl

" Reference u nade 0 your latter of Fobm.r:r &. 19,4, wherein you sentioasd
the $nterest dlsplayed im this investigatfon by the ce of Raval Intelligence and

a - - - - TOER'Y TP r S Py ATy ey
requested advice as to the poliey and procsdurs 4s relerring pertisent Anforsatiom

relative to Smith to the local Office of Naval Inhlliccnco and porhaps to the loeal
office of the Military Intelligence Sorvlu I O - - b

; In addition to this faoter
"X think you sare well awars of the fact thati In oonnscilon with this investigation in-
formatlion is frequently developed, usually in & collateral way, relative te numerous
personalities and issues often of = political or controversial maturs. A typleal
example of the dsvelopment ef data of this typs was presented In connection with the
information recently received at St. Louls to the effect that s Dr. Walter A. Msler
who conducte the Lutheran Radio Bour was giving some oonsideration to launching nteo
political sctivities in conmneciion with his radio broadesst. Another example fg

presented in connection with the information rmaﬁ received i iour o!‘iﬁlﬂb
of fact :

llll !l! l !!Om!! !WIVOJ r! Q!lel lﬂ! lamns ! !! Mla ! !or-.

bational character, and although it 1s pertinent to the Bureau’s eoverage of Suithfs
activities, certainly it does nol appear at thaypresent time to be directly related
to the primary objestive of the mVoatigation,q‘{hat of macertaining whetiher Smith has
thtod the Sedition Statutes, Furthermore, it is belleved that data of thu typ-

‘ not of Iogi?;mta or l}ozioa). interest t.o Iﬂ.lta.ry or Raval offictels, - - L
e voun 0

s SR
- e e Tao reporta often refleo
e or controversial nature relative to political Ppersonages
. A LEEUes) the Bureed toola that ooples of investigative reports should not be. .
*“aisseatmted 4o ONI, G-2, or ether agemcies im the field, HNowever, it is beltsved”
E le slternative presents itself in that sumazries ef pertineat information

Ty

1sbed perlodically to ORY and G-2. These summaries should be oonfined .
data .30 Enith's pertinent citivit..lu from time to time, thedse in

%?;wmmumswuuﬂg activities, smy efforts he may make toward

P Y

8arvicamsn or o 3“1 ject matiers of interest to the armed IOPCQS' or
n-‘nxgung ‘t Isuch ¥ nhtm Esﬁo suggest a possible violetion of the Sedition SBtatutes,
w. voRQwever, t.haae {_sw t concern themselves with politigel or coniroversial
i
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For your assistance a memorandum has been prepared st the Bureau which it is

Belioved appropristely summarises Smith's background and antecedents and his activi-

ties to date in so far as such activities would be of legitimate interest to military
or Baval officiels, Copies of this memorandum are sttached im order that you may
sske them available to G-2 and ONI in the event they actually request informmtion
oconcerning this ocase or in the event you fesl that even im the absence of a specific
reqaest this should be done in order to preserve emicable relstions. - Asccording te
the plan outlined above you should thereafter at periodisal imtervals relay to OKI
and G-2 further information concerning Smith's general activities aad contaots,

this data, of course, being devold of controvsrsial and politicel matters whleh come
to your attention from time to time during the oocurse of the inguiry.

The Bureau has further noted that auxiliary offices in covering leads in this
matter set out by the Detroit Office occasionally refer coplies of reports sutmitted
‘%0 the local offices of ONI and G-2 in their respective districts. For the Tessons
set forth above ihe Bureau desiree that ihis practice be discontimusd snd that
prefarably all i{nformation developed in the Saith ocase, irrespective of where the
investigation 1s conducted, be referred to GNI and G-2 at Detroit in the menner out-
lined above. HNHowever, should some local office of ONI or G-2 regquest some other
Field Office to make asvalleble information ooncerning Smith, 1t will be satisfactory
in snswer to a specific request for ths office to supply n general summary of the
type described. Under no circumstances howaver should copies of reports be furnished
to O8I or G-2 by suxiliery off'ices and in order that there will be no misunderstend-

- ing relative to this, auxiliary offices should be informed of the desired procedure

at the time leads are set out for them to undertaks investigation in the Smith case.

For your further assistance {n understemding the Buresu’s desires in connec-
tion with this matter it is suggested that you examine the letter addressed in this
case by the Bureau to the St. Louis Field Division on Pebruary 10, 1944, & copy of

this letter being designated for the Detroit Plsld Division. Bowever, should amy

positive objsctions to this procedures ocour to you or ehould you desire further
olarification concerning specific matters, you should, of ocourss, comminicate with

 the Bureau,
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. Set forth in the following paragraphs under approprhto mbuptlau is s sum-
mary of pertinent information which has been recelved from various sources reht!.n

. | ALl INFDR“’ 7"‘!‘:’ "C"T’INED

February 24, 1944

~
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/ Gerald Lyman Kenneth Bmith, better known as Gerald L. K. &Lth, s born during
February, 1898, at Pardeaville, Wisconsin, MNe attended Butler Sedinary at Indienapolis,
Indiana, and later was graduated from Valparatse University (Indiana) where he pursued
a coursge in theology. Saith's antecedents and nrl: 1ife were in no u;y unusual and
are of no particular interest. _

After lsaving college, Ellt.h took np uetin duty st a nlnishr and mccessively
held pastorates at Footville, Winconsin, at the Seventh Street Christian Church o
Indianapolis and st the King's Highway Church of Bhreveport, Louisiana.

" Prior to assuming hiz ministeriel duties at Shraveport, 8amith's activities were
rather conservative and of a type characteristically befitting one in the ministerial
profession. However, while in Louisisna, he became interested in the late Huey Long's
®Shere the Weelth® movement and eventuelly extended this intsrest to the point of
actively and opsnly participating in politics aa an adherent of Long. Attendant
publicity evoked the displeasure of the Elders of his church, eventually resulting in
Smith's dismissal during 1934. 7PTollowling Long's death, Salith attempted to identify
hiagelf with the remnants of the Long machine but being unsuccessful in this left
Louisiana in 1937 and came to New York where he attempted to organize an sssociation
cslled "The Committee of One Million.® This offort was unfruitful. During the follow-
ing year he moved to Detroit where he has since besn located..

At Detroit, Smith reorgenized "The Committee of One Million® &s an organization
®founded for the purposs of coabatting the menace of Communisa®. Duriag 1939, Saith
shifted hls poliocy, advocating the isolatlonist viewpoint, and since the involvement
of the United States in war he has busied himself prineipally in directing oriticisa
to the Government's war effort and what he is pleased to characterize as the govern-
ment’s efforts to enslave the United Statsa as an ‘entity !.nogn International State
dominated by Great Britain. . = | g ,,,g,,oﬂg?

S S /Y &Y XA L
Nore detalled eomments are act forth aubsoqucntli us to é-lth'lme‘&ﬁd codnec-
tion with Huey Long snd his sctivitios as the organizer of "The Copyitiee %f (044
Mllion®", but 1t is of significance to observe that it is reported that the turning
point of Saith's 1ife dates from his assoclation with Huey Long. Prior to that time he
was described as the ususl typs of minister oconcerned with problems incidentsl to hise
eslling. However,”it 15 reported that his psrticipating in the ®Share the Wezlth®
movement fired his ambition to the extent of self viguslization of himself as a domi-
nsnt political figure. Being unsuccessful in eesoclating himaelf with Long's successors
he has reportedly continued his dream of political prominence through his efforts in
connection with his so-called *Committee of One Million®™ and later his TAmerica First

pﬂ : X3 TV K



Party®. It is noted that Emith sought nominetion as Repudblican candidate for United
Btates Senator for the State of Michigan during the summer of 1942. TYhis campaign was
wnsuecessful, . <

Snith's personal life is reported to be normal. He is married, lives with his
wife and has one son who is reportedly a member of the armed forces., From tixe to time
stories have been circmlated attributing lmproprieties to Bmith in connection with his
aspociations with women other than his wife. Bowever, nothing factual is known te sub-
stantiate these allegationa.

—
Activities or p}

While serving as pastor at the King's Highway Church, Bhreveport, Louisiana,
Smith became interested in Huey Long's "Share the Wealth® plan. He eventually met
Long and shortly thereafter there developed, according to Smith's description, *a close
and fast friendship® between the two. It is definitely kmown that shortly thereafter,
end lasting for a period of several years, Saith assumed the position of one of Long's
chief lieutenants. Although Smith is prone to describe this relationship ag a personal
oune, several persons who were close to Long at the time, ptate that Long hed 1little
personal regard for Smith and apparently evalusted him as being untrustworthy end dla-
honest. These persons state that Long was merely utilizing Smith's services, and in
this connection it is known that Long, as well as others associated with him, regarded
8aith as a very dynamic and powerful public speaker, It appears that Saith was widely
used by the Long organization in the role of & puhlic speaker for the 'Shlro tho

Wae VT ot e e Téd 8 maldd ot Dol dlh -d [Ty gy poY. | e e T &8 -
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week from the Long organization as reimbursement for expenses and as ulary

Information has been received that whiles sssoclated with the Long movement,
Saith joined Willlam Dudley Pelley's Bilver Shirt organization, ¥Nothing in the way of
-documentary evidence is availsble to prove thls meabership, but in recent years, Smith
has, on several occasions, admitied membership in the Pelley movement, He states, how-
ever, that he joined Pelley's organisation merely for the purpose of securing informa-
tion in connection with his work in behalf of Huey Long.

Although during Fuey Long's lifetime Smith was an outstanding personege in the
Loug machine, he rapidly lost his stending after the death of Long. It appears that
his services were continued for a short period of time by Long's successors, btut that
he eventually was displaced due, allegedly, tc his untoward efforts to attain personal
power. By 1937, sny influence which he previocusly had was roportodly dissipated and
it was during that year that he left I.otualm for How !oxt. -

a: arriving at New York, Baita att.e-ptod to organise a group known as "The Com-
mittes of One Million,® According to the self-announced purposes of this organization
its primary concern was that of combating the forces of Communism, Rowever, Smith's
offorts in New York met with little success, and reportedly he was disheartened to the
extent of ceasing his activities and removing to Detroit, Michigan, eerly in 1932,

!



: Toward the end of his stey in Loulisiana, Smith's personal reputation appsrently
suffered to soms extent. On Eovember 3, 1936, he was arrested by the New Orlsans
Police Department on a charge of having disturbed the peace in the using of obscens
* language in & public place., Reportedly, this arrest resulted ln his receiving a sus-
pmdedmtencoofsmmundqs. N :

Daring 1936 and 1937 Bmith was o.lso !.nvalvod ar s phintiff in nunl 11bed
and slander cases. These cages were apparently of ainor importance, but reportedly
the consensus appears to be that Smith's reputation suffered mors than did the reputa-

tion of those whom he sought to sus. _

Current Activities
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a
the defunct *Committes of One Million.' In this connection he distrlbuted 8 conpicder-
asble emount of literature designating the purposes of ®"The Committee of One Million® as
followss

ey 3 &

1. To rebulld the spirit of America

2. 7To wipe out the last vestiges of Communism, Naziasm
and Fascisa in all forms

3. The redefinition of the American National character

4. The installation of a new spirit in American youth,
dedicated to the maintenance of American instituiions

8. To issue a call to farmers and laberers to resist what
s now kmown as an :lnternatioml plot to involve them
in a world revoluti.m

6. Yo rededicate the citiunry of America to tho fnﬂy
altar snd to the apirit of tho ehu.rch .

7. To secure the laintemnco of a ull doﬂnod standerd
of American living oo

.
»

Other literature of "The Conittoo of One lﬂlion' sought particularl: to stress
the activities of this organization in cosbating Commumnist influences.

With the coming of the Buropean war in 1939, Saith shifted the policy of "The
Committee of One Millfon® to thet of promoting the cause of isolationism. In various
pleces of literature dirtributed during 1939, 1940 and 1941, he was reportedly
especially critical of the Governmentl!s policy of rendering asslstance to the Allled
Governments.,

3y



4 _ Woney from persons on his n.lling 11.1’-.

. Bince the involvement of the United States in the war, Saith reportedly agein
" #hifted his policy as well as that of *The Committee of One NMillion® to the direction
of eriticisam ageainst the governmeni's efforts in prosecuting the war, He has not ques-
tioned the nocessity of 'znning the war, but on the other hand, in warious of his pub-
Jications, as well as his publie utterances, has been careful to lay stress on the
;oceuity of the people’s ai.di.ng and assisting in every wy in daroating hsriu'
008 |

!o'ﬂer, he has admced contentions that the gonment is uping the war as
en axcuse for depriving the public of its just liberties. He has also freely voiced
eriticism against what he has been disposed to characterise as the governmentis efforts
to reduce the United Etates to a mere entity in a zrout international state dominated
by Great Britain,

In connection with his work in regard to "The Committees of One lillion' Saith
at one time gave radioc addresses over station WHR at Detroit. He almo diastributed
considerable literature, his best kmown publication being a monthly magasine known as
®*Ine Croes and the Flag.' Although Swith claimed that *The Committee of One Million"
had & following of three smillion persons, it has been reported that the group was
Teally not an organization as such and was merely used ac a nase by Smith., It hes
further been reported however that Smith has a rather large mailing list of incividuals
to whom he sends hig publicatioms.

" Barly in 1942 Baith sought to establish another organisation known as "The Inner
Circle. As suggested by its name, this group was described by Saith as consisting of
the more prominent and trustworthy members of "The Committee of One Milliion.® BNe
announced the foundation of this group through the distribution of literature calling
for the donation of sdditional funds, and it appears that its purposes were the game as
those of "The Committes of One Million.¥ According to information recsived, "The
Inner Circle® 1s no more of a real organisation than "The Committee of One Million®
and was conceived and used by Smith merely ror thn purpose of eollecting additioml

l

: During the susmer of 1942, Snith sought tho hwblican nomination for the posi-
tion of United States Senntor from the State of Michigan. He made a number of speeches
and eonducted quite an sctive campaign and in the primary slection received approxl-
®»atPly 120,000 votes, Although this was not suffieient for nomination, reportedly
political obaervers wers of the opinlon that Saith had made an unusually good showing,
Even after this defeat, Smith comtinued his candidacy in the general election in Noves-
‘bar, 1942, when he projected himself as a write-in candidate. ¥e was badly defeated
h tb gononl slection, his following being less t!nn that in the primary campaign.

Late in 1942 Saith publicly announced the lntention of forni.ng a third politiesl
party on a nationsl scale. The proposed platform for this perty, as announced, was
8aid to be somewhat similar to that advanced by SBmith in connection with "The Committee
of One Million®™ and it has further been reported that Smith was bhoping to gain support
for his new perty from members of the former group, the Timerica First Committee®,

J’ﬁ



Io recent sonths Gmith has been touring the countiry making public addresses on
behalf of this perty which he eallp the "America First Party.® In e¢onnection with his
publie nppearancu Saith slways reportedly professes loyalty in oumoetion with the

prosecuting the war and asserts that the government 1s not representing ‘true American
interests" in that 1t i1s allegedly secking to set up some sort of world state dominated
by Great Britain, BSmith also continues to publish his magasine *The Cross and the

Flag® which i3 reported to bs devoted primarily te promoting the "America First Party.*

In connection with his warious appearances as a public spsaker Smith has ob-
tained the reputation of being quite an effective and forceful speaker, Although he
is said to be somewhat bombasiic and at times given too freely to overemphasis, it is
said that he is an unusually good speaker and that he 1is effective in influencing
::di:;el. Some persons have described him as smong the foremost publie speakers of

. . . _

It is of fnterest to note that Baith's pudlication "The Cross and the Flag" was
named, elong with a number of other publications, in indictaents returned in the
District of Columbia om July 21, 1942, and January 4, 1943, charging twenty-eight and
thirty-four defendants regpectively with having engaged in a conspiracy to violate the
Sedition Stetutes. These indictaments have pertinence to the case popularly referred
to as United States vs. Gerald B. Winrod, et al. Although Smith's publication was
mentioned in the indictment, ae being one of a number of publications throughout the
country which have contributed to undermining the loyalty and morale of the Armed
Forces, neither Swith nor the publication was named as a defendant,

\ (. V74
e ‘L ‘ *
%th‘g Lcjgiyitiea in connection with the"™Wetsrans Petition Comnitiee® A

According to a confidential source of information Bmith, at a meeting of his
"Anerics Firgt Party® held at Detroit on the evening of Jenuary 18, 1944, announced
that he and the "America First Party®, using the name of *Veterans Betition Committiee®
planned to circulate petitions calling for substantial payments to personnel mustered
out aof the armed forces,

Reportedly Smith, while speaking at the meeting, claimed that he and his organi-
sation were largely responsible for the increased rate of pay now allowed enlisted
personnel inasmuch as he some time sgo sent 80,000 signatures to c:;ngress demanding 'a

- — e o s v T R IUUVY ey g 2 = wrad S S o - PR
=y increase for enlisted personnel. Continuing in this vein, Gaith urged his follow

to circulats and cause to be signed the instant petitions, and apperently when a
safficient mumber of petitions have been executed, they v!.ll bo forwarded to Congress
on masse.

Smith, while speaking in behelf of his plan for increased mustering out pay,
described in the petition, allegedly esserted that "a measly $300" is not sufficlent
for our servicemesn, sspecislly in view "of the fact that Americe can gilve every person
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in the 22 South American republics the sum of $50." Paith commented that

. every month 70,000 men are being wastered out of the servic even at the present time
and that due to financial diffieculties and physical defects incident to their partieci-
pation in the war, they are faoing hardshipe which could be alleviated by the designa-

. tion of more substantial payments for them, .
N

¥

Bubsequently Saith snnocunced that his petitions would call for payment of $1000
to each veteran mustered out of the services with an honorable discharge and he further
asserted that he bas distributed some 150,000 coples of this petition. Despite several
allegations which have been made to the contirary, no definite information has been re-
ceived indicating that Smith has actually attempted to set up a veterans organisation,

It further appears that Smith plans to cause these variocus petitions to be
signed and then forward them on to Congress. o :
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ALD L. K, SMITH, with aliases Pt
ICA FIRST PARTY T v Famm

o3 INTERNAL SECURITY - G e
\»&" ‘ \ SECURITY LATTER; SEDITION b e
RO , e

! Dear Sir= I - ‘-.,-,.:_,-,J

II Eliiﬁ “ h‘iﬁ iﬁ E“ below the gist of information
obtained fronm whose identity is known to LD
the Bureau, during the period January 24, through February 11, 1944.
1 Informant advised that he had noticed on several
occasions that when placing a long-distance call especially to

Senator REYNOLDS, S)ITH had more or less made it a point to claim
Priority No. 3 in making the long-distance calls.

Informant advised that under date of January 28, 19u.,

X mambaatl wliédlh Coamadam DEVHATNC! aaswvead aees 4o
Deen 1n \'Uil\vd\l\i “.I.\vll DUIIQ\JUI D1 IWahs ™ DTl Tuvaly ihn IIﬂ“lLLl.lslaU.l.l,

pgt-§
D C. at which time he inquired of the secretary as to S.ITH'S possibilities
of testifylng before a committee apparently to be headed by Senator
REYNOIDS., SMITH advised that he wished to appear personally before the
committee and explain his opposition to the Austin-Wadsworth Bill, and
in the event it was lmpossible for him to testify in person he would
forward a written statement setting forth his views relative to this
particular bill.

ﬂ‘ n!n 1— SNy

that under date nd February 1, 1944,

' Informant advised that unde ebruary 1, 1944,
he had received information to the effect that as in Detroit
and staying at the Tuller Hotel, Informant state a under
impression that S had conducted an interview Iith%hile b?C/
as in town, left Detroit apparently February 2

Under date of February 5, 1944, SMITH contacted
Mrs, DONALD IOMBECK at which time he advised her he was sending /
between 1,500 and 2,000 stamped envelopes with all enclosures sealed
for them tn acjdreg;= These erfvelopes were to be sent to Mrs. LOEGEK

42C Fairmont Street, Saint Louis, ‘Missouri. This material was sent
suUYy | by SNIT™H apparently in preparation for his meeting at Sa.int Iouis at a

i | 1ater datecoprps BSTROV - 7 é’/ /j‘{/_
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases
February 16, 1944 AMERTICA FIRST PARTY

INTERNAL SECURITY - G
SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION

Informant sdvised under date of February 6, 1944,
to the effect that an individual by the name of BAERMAN was in
Detroit, Michigan and apparently wished to confer with
to important ma

b?c«

b0

to this incident were set for n a separaté letter to the Bureau,
On February 7, 1944, SYITH was telephonically contacted
by an individual calling himself JOE, at which time JOE gave as his
address 3 East Pifty-Fourth Street, New York City. JOE at that time
advised S\ITH that he wanted a standard book about LOO pages and he
wanted 10,000 to start with., JOE asked SVITH at that time if he had
"potten ahold of POWERS." GSMITH stated that he had made arrangements
to have a conference with the individual referred to as "POWERS" that
afternoon. SMITH inquired of JOE as to how much money was to be paid
and JOE advised, "as much as he needs," JOE then stated that he could
start giving him coples in about a week and that payments for the job
would be arranged at SMITH'S so that the job will be paid for before
he, JOE, pgot it.

Under date of February 7, 1644, SMITH'S office sent a
telegram to Krs. LUNDEEN at 820 Essex, S. E., Minneapolis, Minnesota,
which telegram is quoted as follows: "Have arranged for you to speak
in Chicago, Sunday night, February 20. Please locate meeting place
in ¥inneapolis for night of February 22 or 23, Contact SFADSKEV if
necessary."

On February 8, 1944, Informant advised that he had
received information to the affect that SUITH had a telephone conversa-
tion with Senator NYE inouiring of Senstor NYE if Senator NYE remembered
a fellow who was associated with a sort of MArablan Knights" story and
who NYE had told SMITH about. OSMITH at that time advised Senator NYE
that this individual®s name began with the letter *B" and SMITH also
stated that NYE had introduced thia individual to Senator TAFT by letter,
SMITE stated that he thought he was "0 . K." It is believed that SMITH
might have referred to RALPH B. BAERMAN, described 1n a prior section
of this letter. B advised SMIT™ under date of February 8 that he hsad
apparently not been able to get anywhere at the Ford Motor Company -

-2- At
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases
February 16, 1944 AMFRICA FIRST -PARTY

INTERNAL SECURITY - G
SECURITY MATTER; SEDITION

with his partlicular proposition, and in answer to this SMITH stated
that sometimes the people at Ford voice criticism of him just to test
the loyalty of the interviewer, SMITH and BAERMAN then planned a
conference for later that particular afternoon relative to BAFRMAN'S
contact at the Ford Motor Company. Information has been received from
another source verifving the fact that BAERMAN had actually called at
the Ford Motor Company relative to his proposition.

Information was received on February 9, 1944, to the
effect that Mrs. BROWN in Philadelphia had contacted SVITH and advised
SVITH that she made arrangements for a meeting to be held in Fhiladelphia
on March 2, this meeting to be conducted under the auspices of the
National Blue Star Mothers of America. SMITH warned Mrs., BRO'WN not to
let anyone talk her out of using that particular name,

/ Under date.of February 9, 1944, SLITH was advised by
Krs. ERNESR\LUNDEEN, Minneapolis that Mrs, LUNDER! had made arrangements
for a meeting to be held in that particular c¢ity on February 22, 1944.

Under, gate of February 11, 1944, TH was telephonically
contacted by J, EDWARDQIONES, author of the book Mnd So They Indicted Me,"

at which time JONES inclired of SMITH'S secretary'whether or not SMITH
was familiar with the "Kent case.,” JONES at that time stated that
he had had a recent co discuss this

Under date of February 11, 1944, Mrs, SMITH telephonically
contacted Xr, LI¥BOLD at the Ford Motor Company at which time Mrs., SIITH
advised LIEBOLD that the veterans of World War 2 were going to hold a
meeting at the Art Institute in Detroit and LIEBOLD'S name had been given
as a reference by SMITH. Mrs, SI'ITH merely wanted to tell LTEBOLD that
when he was contacted by members of the institute he should keep SLITH'S
name quiet as there were certain elements who would furnish opposition to
the meeting if they knew SMITH was concerned. LIEBOLD agreed to do as he
was requested. This meeting is apparently a mestlng being planned by

the SMITH group under the name of Veterans of World War 2 and be in

1in Si € an to link hi wit ans'

¢lsim for bonus as &a ol service in the present world war, .
Very truly yours,

oy v ﬁ m,m sac LL 0
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November 1.,

Commons Airs
Churchill Cables
To Roosevelt

Messages Exchanged
Behind Chamberlain’s
Back, M.P. Charges

By ARTHUR SEARS HENNING

uestiongs in the British Houee
of Commons yesterday regarding
Winzton Churchill's cablegrams to
President Roosevell behind the
hark of Prime Minister Chamber-
1ain brouchi into the open a sub-
jaet af much whispering in officlel
cirtlex here,

The question put to the govern-
ment in the House of Commons
was whether s British subject who
rent telegrams to Mr. Roosevelt
and thereby evaded the censorship
had been prosecuted. Thus Lhe
refcrenqe was confined to com-
munications sent to the President
hy Mr. Churchill. who at the time
was First Lord of the Admiralty in
the Chamberlain cablinet.

No Infarmation on Subject

whether Mr. Churchill invited or
Mr. Roosevelt made any commit-
ments of the United States Gov-
ernment to & policy of alding Brit.
ain that was not contemplated by
existing United States law.

From the outbreak of the war
the President had been under fire
for permitting, if not encouraging,
“Villiam C. Bullitt, American Am-
bassador to France, and other
American diplomats to encourage
France and Poland to get into the
war with promises of American
support,

The correspondence hetween
Mr. Churehil]l and the President
passed through the American

A young American empjoyed ax s

nf the Churchill and Roosevelt :
cablegrams and showed them to .
Capt.
ber of the House of Commons,

Leak Traced to Kent

‘The leak of the correspondence
00N became known and the re
sponsibility therefor was traced
to young Kent, The vengeance
of the British and American gov-
ernments for this breach of trust
was swilt and ceriain.

Joseph P, Kennedy, then Ameri
ean Ambassador to Great Britain,
discharged Kent, and the British
government immediately arrested
him on charges of espionage.
After Kent had been held in jail
for gome time he was given a
trinl. The espionage charges fell
flat. but he finaliv was convicted
of Iarcenv of government docy-
ments and sentenced 1w xeven

Embassy in London. Tyler Kent. f

clerk in the embassy. made copies !

Archibald Ramsay. a mem-

yearz in prison, where he now is. F d

The understanding heve is thai| Capiain Famsay. who had been =
not nnly eablegrams from Mr.|8hown or given copies of the cor- _—
Churchill to Mr. Roosevelt behingd | Tespondence. was placed under de- - c= 8
Chamberiain's back but from Mr.|tentlon under the Defense of the " [ |
Roosevelt to Mr, Churchill are|Realm Act, _— ol
involved. The White House in ve- y B e - (o = |
sponse 1o an inquiry yesterday Morrison’s Answer D G s
professed to have no information| <he question was brought up n i A 9‘:,
on the subject, Commons yesterday by Richard R. T

The correspondence {5 supposed|Stokes, s Laborite who is & bitter | &=# el
to have related to British andlopponent of Prime Minister ! ; f-g
American policy regarding the Eu-{Churchill. Answering the guestion. e
ropean war. Among the guestions|Home Secretary Herbert Morrison i’ =2 -
touched upon are sajid to have|sald: i ﬁ:‘i 3
been & more vigorous prosecution| *“Ne information can properly ) .c::_u
of the war than had been achieved{be given out aboui confidential !
by Mr. Chamberlain and the possi- documents which were extracted , oo g_,,.
bilities of the United Btates tak-|from the American Embassy, but P‘E’_m bk
Ing an active patt in support of [whatever may have been the pa. i o -
Great Britain, ture of the documents in question — ] e

According lo one version, the|they dn not provike the alightest = s
ftevice of the Jend-lease legisla-{fnundation for the suggestion that

tion for circumventing the United
States neutrality law and the
Johnson Act forbidding extension
of credit to Britain as & war debt
defaulier was discussed in this
fecret correspondence petween the
American President and the Brit-
ish navy head.

Passed Throurh Embassy
2yl oo
Disclosure of the texi{ b/ the

sromeone has been guilty of evad.
ing the eensorship or cont.rnvenlng
the defense regulations.”

John McGovern, independent
Laberite, then said:

"Cumot the home secretary say
whether any of these cablegrams
0T messages were sent by the
prime minister behind the back of
the then prime minister (Cham-
berlain) "

Maorrison said he had nothing
1o add to hiz answer, F—v—oy

glp;gframs would eslablish
E'Jv SBUn

‘/3?/?'- Y3 X2
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Federal Bureau of Investination

Hnited States Bepartment of Fustice
Detroit, Michigan

March 6, 1944
AL INFORMATION CONTAINED Voo
oL : < ‘-." LS , N amiord . ooone
BERERL I 23 ASSIFIED -

S DATE _rofg fe= BYermtzes |0
'}y{;x DL, L ST, i st
INTERNAL SECURITY - G

SECURTTY MATTER -~ SEDITICN

Dear Sir:
ere set forth below a substance of information 7D ,f,
obtained from whose identity is known to the j, Aﬁw ,;

Bureau, during Te pe ry 11, 1944, through March 4, 1944,

During this particular period of time, Informant advised
that meetings were to be held in the following places on the dates specif-

SEEEs TR . o A N
Pitt sburgh March 1, 1944 —
Carnegie Hall 7 j
l m w Minneapolis February 22, 1944 , -
2ty u.evu.anu February 29, 1944
‘ ‘,,,w-* Chicago February 20 or 21, 1944
Philadelphia March 2, 1944

Letters have been sent to the muxiliary offices requesting
that these meetings be covered and investigative reports submitted.

Infornant advised on February 15 that in a conversation be-
tween SMITH and NcCULLOUGH (phonetic) of the ®"St. Louis Post Dispatch™ SMITH

-+n+At| that ha wan n‘\nnll' tn atavwk An & natlan_wlida £anw to astshliah a maw

WEA VWL WlaAlA W AW WY WURA W Wi U LMEVaEWAL TauW W W W WAAW e WL B ALV

third party and to establish a foundation having to do with the NERICAN FIRST| |
PARTY possibilities for the year, SMITH, at that time, advised McCULLOUGH =
of the various platforms which his group stood for.

On February 22, in a conversatiopn between lrs. SMITH and
» Mrs, SMITH advised that Mr. SMITH wanted 12,000 copiles off his monthly

gazine ‘printed for the month of ?ebmary.

T# ia hn'lnu ng'l'-fl at this G{-n that Tn?nnmawi advt aad dho

Vi e w A W AT W T MWW WAL W

SMITH was quite excited sbout the a.:fticle recently publish a ®Co ;l.‘l Yy gg

RN
Nl
B1-COMDED
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH, with aliases, et al.
March 6, 1944 INTERNAL SECURITY - G

SECURITY MATTER — SEDITION

magazine entitled, "The Yysterious Gerald Smith®, Informant stated that
SMITH had purchased numeyous coples of this particular article and Iintedded
to use it for publicity purposes, This article was written by WAL AVEN-
PORT and was based on personal interviews and Investigations conduc by
DAVENPORT,

Informant advised that SMITH had ordered the following list
of supplies to be sent to the various cities named,

Cleveland and Pittsburgh -

1200 Cross and Flag envelcopes
1500 AMERICA FIRST envelopes
500 petitions
100 February magazines
50 January magazines (Cross and Flag)
50 Jones books

Philadelphia -

1000America First envelopes
600 Cross and Flag envelopes
500 petitions
100 February magazines

50 January magazines

50 Jones books

SMITH was in communication with the office of Senator
ROBERT REYROLDS in Washington, D. C., at which time he advised the Senator
that he intended to be in Washington on March 4, 5, and 6 and desired to
make an appointment with the Senator on one of these days., SMITH inquired
as to the possibility of having the Senator address one of his meetings in
St. Louis on March 25.

On February 27, Mrs. SMITE sent a telegram to GERALD B, AIN-
ROD at Wichita, Kansas, stating as follows:

®"211 books have been sent as ordered.®

h . On Pebruary 29, the following telegram was sent by SMITH to
H. McALLISTER GRIFFITH, 340 Weat 55th Street, New York City:

"ill mest you Bellevue-Stratfort Hotel .
Philadelphia, Thursday, March 2.% :

-2-
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Letter to the Director Ret GERALD L. XK. SMITH, with aliases, et al,
‘ INTERNAL SECURIYY - G
SECURITY MATTER - SEDITION

On February 29, it was ascertained through Informant that
SMITH was advised by the person in charge at the Maccabees Auditorium in
Detroit to the effect that the Rental Committee at the Maccabees Bullding
haddecided that they did not want to rent their HALL to SMITH in the future.

1, 1944, Informant stated that a female giving

the name of had telephonically conta MITH's office and

inquired eteranst Ccumittoe".* was advised 57«.;/
at this time by MARY JANE s niece of SMITH, e erans' Committee

- did not intend to have any\social functions "but that it was purely a crusade
organisation trying to help the demobolized soldiers get a start in civilian
life and receive n,ooo on their discharge and cut dom on all the red tape it

.__ a

now takes to get any help from the government by a soldier.®

Miss HEALY also advised that the organkation was presently
sending out petitions for people to sign and requesting the people to forward
them to their congressmen and senators in an attempt to have a bill passed by
Congress with reference to the above,

Niss HEALY stated it was through the efforts of SMITH the
soldiers had received a raise in pay from $20.00 to $50,00 a month.

Very truly yours,

& ' _ (0 e

A. GUERIN, SAC

.
E



